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THE CHARACTER OF CYRUS. 


whee + te and Chronology have been called the eyes 
of hiftory : and with more’propriety may prophecy be 
confideredas the eye of revelation. With this eye fhe explores 
futurity, difcerns events and afcertains characters which diftant 
ages fhall produce. This feature’in revelation, like the-human 
eye, is the moft expreflive of its genius and divine original. To 
look through intervening ages, and call events and perfons, 
which are not, as though they were ;° to defignate characters 
and ‘afcertain the voluntary aétions of ‘unborn agents is thie 
higheft kind of revelation. 

In every age, revelation has been the charch’s guide to hea- 
ven-; ‘and thofe events and perfons, which have either ob{truct- 
ed or accelerated her progrefs, have been objects of the partic- 
ular attention of this impartial and heavenly guide. And 
when thefe events and charaéters have deeply interefted’ the 
church, on them has revelation beftowed-corre{pondent degrees 
of'explicitnefs and particularity. Early did prophecy difcover 
and» teveal the Saviour’s-interpofition: ‘and in ‘whatever’ ftate 
of depreflion and flavery his redeemed chutch has been involv- 
ed, the man, who has fevered her chains, reftored her immuni- 
ties, and given her independence, has been honourably noticed, 
and often the fubje& of prophetic eulogium. ‘The great He- 
“No. 6. Vol. IV. Bs -- brew 
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brew prophet, from the mountains of Ifrael, faw the land emp- 
tied of its degenerate inhabitants, and his country defolated-by 
the ravages of a Babylonifh monarch. This feller the prophet 
faw come up on the beautiful hills of Zion and cut dewn the 
goodly cedars of Lebanon, and lay wafte the vineyard of the 
Lord of hofts. He faw, in profpeé, every trait of Solomon’s 
wifdom in his magnificent temple obliterated, and all his la- 
bours laid in ruins... With weeping, eyes he faw the church of 
God led into exile and flavery. While beholding it, in this 
{tate of degradation, he faw a deliverer like a ftar arife in the 
eal, . Without Avaidag to give his genealogy, his country or 
people, he addreffes him by name, as the reftorer of God’s cap- 
tive church. ‘That which places the infpiration of the prophet 


.on unqueltionable ground. is, that this invocation of Cyrus, by 


hame, was made more than a century before he was born. 
Though the prophet did not defignate his nation, yet from the 


-inftructions which the: prophet, in the name of.God,-gave-him, 


his religion may be determined. The prophet, after addrefling 
Cyrus, proceeds to give him a reprefentation of God, his 
unity, the univerfality of his government, the production of 
natural good and evil by his agency, to counteract the opin- 
ion that good and evil are the feparate operations of two agents 
eternally oppofed to each other. God fays to Cyrus, “ I form 
the light and create darknefs, 1 make peace and create evil. I 
the Lord do all thefe things.” This reprefentation of God ftands 


- direétly oppofed tothe theology of the ancient Perfians.. Thefe 


inftructions would probably defignate toa Jew the defcent of 


-Cyrus. From Ezra, who was one of the captives who returned 
from. Babylon, we learn that he was king of Perfia. From the 
fame facred writer we have the proclamation of Cyrus, author- 


izing the return of the Jewith captives and the rebuilding of their 
temple in Jerufalem. But how Cyrus. became the difpofer of 
thefe captives, how he poffefled himfelf. of the kingdom of 
which , Babylon was the capital,- is..only intimated by Ifaiah, 
‘*‘ Thus faith the Lord, to his anointed,,.to Cyrus, | whofe right 
hand I have holden, to. fubdue ‘nations before him: and I will 
loofe. the loins.of kings, to open before him the two leaved 
gates, and the gates fhall not be fhut.” 

_ Profane, hiftory will illuminate this prophetic declaration. 
The! Perfians are certainly one of the moft ancient nations, and 
in the opinion of the learned, formed a confiderable. power even 
in the time ef Abraham ; but it was not till the reign of Cyrus, 
which was a very remarkable period, about 560 years before 
the:Chriftian era, that they became famous and truly formidable. 
It would feem that no period ought to be better known; yet 
the birth, the expeditions and death of that conqueror are hilto- 


rical problems impoflible to be folved. Herodotus aad oe 
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phon, who wrote about a century after Cyrus, give accounts as 

oppofite as if they had written at the diftance of feveral ages. 

Xénophon’s Cyropedia is plainly the work of a philofopher 

rather than a hiftorian; a kind of moral and political romance, 

compofed for the inftruation of princes and ftatefmen. This 

work partakes of the marvelleus and fabulous in fuch degrees 

as to render his narrations queftionable. - Xenophon makes a 

model for princes, and the Cvropedia reprefents Cyrus what 

he and other princes fhould be, rather than gives the facts con- 
cerning this hero. Cyrus, who is fuppofed to be the fon of 

Cambyfes king of Perfia, and of Mandane daughter of Aftyages 

king of Media, was undoubtedly the founder of a vaft empire, 

which he eftablifhed by his conquefts. He either fucceeded in 

right of his queen to the kingdom of Media, or this, like other 

kingdoms, fell a prey to his victorious arms. It is certain that 

Media and Perfia were united under the government of Cyrus, 

and formed but one people, who were called Medes. The ex- 
plication of the hand writing on the wall, by Daniel, confirms 

this remark. This portentous phenomenon was verified, when 

at the famous battle of Thymbria, Cyrus defeated the Babylo- 

nians, and after a long fiege, took the city of Babylon, by chang- 
ing the courfe of the river Euphrates, through whofe channel 

he made his way into the heart of the city, while the inhabit- 
ants were immerfed in the drunkennefs of a public feftival. 
§36 years before Jefus Chrift, he publifhed the famous decree, 
which permitted the Jews to return to Jerufalem, after feventy 

years’ captivity, according to the prediétion of the prophet Jer- 
emiah. According to Xenophon, that hero died in his bed, after 
a glorious reign of thirty years. But Herodotus fays that he 
was defeated and killed fighting againft the queen of the Scy- 
thians, who with her own hand threw his head into a veffel of 
blood, faying, thou haft always thirfted for blood, now take 
thy fill. So that different authors kill him in different ways. 
Such is the authority of hiftories which depend folely on tradi- 
tion. Poubtlefs the real Cyrus was a very diftinguifhed char- 
acter, ambitious and viétorious ; like the modern Cyrus of Eu- 
rope. The favours, which he granted the captives of Judea, 
have gained for him the character of the mild, humane, and be- 
nevolent prince, who was a friend to the liberty and happinefs 
of mankind. This character is inconfiftent with that of the 
conqueror, who is generally afcourge to the human race. The 
partiality of Cyrus to Jews may not be 2a fpecimen of his 
general character, as they may be accounted for, upon other 
principles than his love of juftice and humanity. There were 
reafons which induced him to manumit this degraded people ; 
what thefe motives were, may be impoflible at this period to 
determine, He is honourably mentioned by the prophet, rr 
f called 
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204 Charader of Cyrus. | Nov. 
called the Lord’s anointed ; one defignated of God to emanci- 
pate his people and reftore to them their former immunities 
agreeably to divine promife. Often has falvation been brought 
to the church by men who had other views befide her peace 
and profperity. It may be prefumed with high probability 
that Cyrus was acquainted with the prophecies of Ifaiah; as 
they were delivered and committed to writing many years be- 
fore the captivity of the Jews, and doubtlefs carried with them 
to Babylon. Cyrus might here fee himfelf honourably noticed 
by the God whom this enflaved nation worfhipped ; that 
this God had gone before him in his victorious marches, and 
opened before him the brazen gates and cut in funder the bars of 
iron. That he was predicted as the reftorer, not merely of their 
civil liberty, but of their temple fervice, in one which fhould be 
teared by his encouragement and fupport. Thefe honourable 
notices would naturally conciliate the victor, and intereft him in 
the welfare of a people who were led to confider him as their 
faviour and benefactor. ‘This might be the way in which God 
foftened the heart of Cyrus towards his people, and difpofed 
him to commiferate their fufferings and give them liberty. 
Jofephus relates that the prophecies of Daniel produced a fimi- 
lar effect on the ferocious heart of Alexander ; who, while he 
was befieging Tyre, fent to Jerufalem for fupplies for his army ; 
but his demand being denied, he inftantly determined on ven- 
geance, and marched with a part of his army for Jerufalem. 
When he approached the city, the High Prieft, dreffed in his 
pontifical habiliments, with the facred books in his hand, ac- 
companied by a train of temple fervants, was the only hoft 
which went out againft him. The pontifex Maximus obtained 
#h interview with the conqueror, and fhewed him the prophecy 
of Daniel refpe&ing the king of Greece, under the figure of a 
ram pufhing ealtward and weftward, northward and fouthward, 
and every where victorious. On this, Alexander not only for- 
bore violence, but granted to that city and nation peculiar in- 
duljences. Similar to this might be the effect produced by 
Wfaiah’s prophecy on Cyrus. This is probable ; and as God 
brings to pafs his purpofes by the voluntary actions of men, 
Cyrus might, by finding his name prophetically noticed in the 
facred records of this captive people, be difpofed to do them 
fome fervice and honour in return. In liberating the captives 
of Babylon, in reftoring their facred veffels, in faying to Jeru- 
falem, thou fhalt be built; and to the temple, thy foundations 
fhall be laid, he appears the humane and pious prince. It 
would not be an improbable fuppofition, that Cyrus, like the 
‘Ethiopian eunuch, by reading Ifaiah,; might become a friend to 
Ifrael’s God as well as his people. 


REMARKS 
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RemARKS ON THE History or Cyaus. 

I. We fee how readily God can accomplifh his promifes to 
his people. The king of Babylon, who led the people of God 
into captivity, was an ambitious, powerful and victorious prince. 
If he was not the founder of the Babylonian empire, he gave it 
extenfion and dominigh over all the furrounding nations. The 
kingdom of Babylon under Nebuchadnezzar is ftrikingly char- 
acterized by Daniel in the explication of this monarch’s dream. 
The ftrength and elegance of the capital ; its hanging gardens, 
its infurmountable walls, and brazen gates, and other decora- 
tions proclaim the ftrength, riches, and grandeur of its mon- 
arch. By fuch.a king and nation were the Jews captivated 
and held in bondage: But happy for fmall nations, tyrants do 
not live forever; nor do the governments which they have 
founded continue to all generations. This kingdom was fated 
in the grandfon of its founder to be governed by a luxurious, 
effeminate prince, who by debauchery and intemperance totter- 
ed and fell from that throne, which was fo highly elevated by his 
victorious predeceflor. Toaccomplifh the prophecy of Jeremi- 
ah refpecting the duration of the church’s captivity, God raifed 
Cyrus to overthrow this kingdom in the reign of Belfhazzar. So 
eafy is it for God in the common courfe of events to accomplifh 
all his pleafure. When God had performed his whole work upon 
Mount Zion, he could punifh the ftout heart of the king of 
Babylon, and the glory of his high looks, and obtain redemp- 
tion to his people, even without appearing to ftep afide from his 
ordinary operations in providence. How eafy is it for that 
God, who removeth kings, or turneth their hearts as the rivers 
are turned, to bring about his purpades, and break the yoke of 
every oppreflor. His -refources are infinite, and his church in 
feafons of her decpeft depreflions has no reafon to defpair of his 
falvation. Her Egyptian bonds, her Babylonian chains, like 
Samfon’s fetters, fall off when God awakes to her deliverance. 
The Gallic tyrant, after he has chaftened the Proteftant 
chuygches in Europe, as did Nebuchadnezzar the backfliding 
church in Palefline, like him may be dafhed in pieces like a 
potter’s veflel; and his kingdom, like that of Babylon’s proud 
monarch, may be given to one who fhall build the temple and 
reftore her veffels. The prophet, like the two witneffes in the 
Apocalypfe, prophefied in fackcloth, and at that time, the 
probability was {mall that Babylon, the glory of nations, would 
fo foon become the abode of the owl and dragon; but the prophet 
faw her glory pafs away like the ftream which wafhed her banks. 
Her lofty towers, her impregnable walls, and her brazen gates, 
in. vain defied every aflault from her foes. The prophet faw 
her fitting as queen among the nations, anticipating no change 
in her fplendour and magnificence. The prophet faw her de- 
ftruction 


206 Character of Lord Harrington.. [ Now, 


ftruction approach in a way fhe little expected. -He faw her 
river, inftead of rolling in its placid ftream, pour in a holtile 
hoft, which in one night tarnifhed her beauty, and laid her glo- 
ry in the duft, while her luxurious monarch was drinking 
wine in the veflels of the Lord’s houfe. 

Il. We may notice the value and excellency of prophecy. 
Miracles and prophecy are the bafis of the Chriftian religion, 
and that by which it is contradiftinguifhed from all others. 
To thefe our Saviour appeals for the divinity of his miffion, 
And when we look back into the firft ages of fociety, and down 
till Chrift appeared, we find fuch clear and exprefs predictions 
of him and other characters conneéted with the church, that an 
attentive reader will fee them moft circumftantially accomplith- 
ed in thefe perfons. None but the Omnifcient can look into fu- 
turity and declare infallibly what will take place at a given pe- 
riod. If future events are only known to God, then God 
alone can reveal them. When, therefore, we find in the Scrip: 
tures, predictions moft punétually accomplifhed, it is an in- 
vincible argument that thefe predictions are from God. This 
is an argument which cannot be evaded by the moit fophiftical | 
infidel. How worthy then are the prophecies; thofe living 
witnefles of the divinity of the facred volume. 
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CHARACTER OF JOHN HARRINGTON. 


JOHN Lord Haraincron was born inisgt. He was 
the eldeft fon of the Lord and Lady Harrington, to whofe care 
and tuition king James committed the education of his daugh- 
ter Elizabeth, who was afterwards married to Frederic Prince 
Eleétor Palatine. Both Lord and Lady Harrington were per- 
fons eminent for prudence and piety, who carefully educated this 
their fon both in religion and learning; and he, thankful for 
the care and honour received from them, returned honour to 
them again with advantage, being no lefs honourable to them 
thanthey weretohim. | 

He was of an excellent wit, firm memory, fweet nature, 
and prompt to learning ; fo that in a fhort time he was able to 
read Greek authors, and to make ufe of them in their own lan- 
guage. He f{paké Latin well, wrote it in a pure and grave ftyle, 
and was able to confer with any ftranger, readily and laudably, 
in the French and Italian tongues ; underftood the authors 
which he read in Spanifh ; and for arts was well read in logic, 
philofophy, and the mathematics. He made a good progrefs in 
the theoretic part of the art military and navigation, fo that he 
wanted. nothing but practiee te make him perfect in both. His 
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underftanding -in heavenly matters, and the myfteries of falva- 
tion, was fo admirable, that there was {fcarcely any queltion 
could be propounded to him, about thofe matters, unto which 
he was not able to give an underftanding and quick anfwer.* 

Being well grounded in religion and learning at home, his 
noble father fent him to travel abroad in France and Italy, that 
by experience he might ripen that knowledge which he had be- 
fore gained: and for a guide and tutor for him in his travels, 
he chofe and fent over one Mafter Tovey, a grave and learned 
religious man, and formerly the head matter of the Free-{chool 
at Coventry. But how dangerous a thing it is for religious 
gentlemen to travel into thoie popifh countries, may appear 
y the example of this nobleman and his tutor, whofe found re- 
ligion and heavenly zea} for the truth being taken notice of by 
the Jefuits, they took their opportunity to adminifter a flow 
working poifonto them; that feeing. they had no hopes of 
corrupting their minds, they might deftroy their bodies, and 
bring them to their graves. 
' Of this poifon, Mr. Tovey, being aged, and {fo lefs able to 
encounter with the ftrength of it, died, prefently after his re- 
turn to England. But the Lord Harrington, being of a itrong 
and able body, and in the prime of his age, bore it better, and 
conflicted with it longer: yet the violence of it appeared in his 
face, prefently after his return, and not long after haltened his 
death.* | 

He was eminent for fobriety and purity. His lips were nev- 
er beard to utter an impure or unfeemly {peech, which was the 
more admirable, confidering that he was in the warmth, of 
youth, living in the court, and had been a traveller into thofe 
countries (Italy and the Venetian States) which are {chools of 
impurity, whence few return fuch as they went out. And in- 
deed he took .the right way to preferve his mind from being 
corrupted. He fpent not his time in courting of ladies, and 
eontemplating the beauty of women; but he preferred his 
books before their beauty, and, for his, fociety, chofe men of 
parts and learning for arts and arms. Befides, he was very 
semperate in his diet ; frequent in fafting ; and hated idlenefs 
and much fleep. In the night, when he lay awake, to prevent 

the 


* Fuller observes, with his characteristic quaintness, that this young 
nobleman ‘did not count himself privileged from being good by being 
great: his timely piety rising early did not soon after go to bed, but 
gontinued watchiul during his life.” _ ’ Worthies of Somerset. 

Gataker, in his “ Discourse Apologetical,” 1654, styles the young 
Lord Harrington “a mirror of nobility ;” and Dr. Birch has made 
honourable mention of him in his life of Prince Henry, p. 118, &e. 


_ ™ Possibly some part ofthis statement may be referred to the violent 
prejudices of the times. 
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the-intrafion of improper thoughts, he exercifed his mind with 
heavenly meditations. © — | 
His juftice, fo far as he had occafion to fhow it, was very 
exemplary. He dealt honourably and honeftly with every 
body he had to deal with. And, whereas his father had con- 
tracted great debts by his princelike houfekeeping, arid other 
public and private occafions, he was very folicitous for the 
difchargé of the fame, giving power to his executrix to fell 
part or all his land, if need were, therewith fpeedily to dif- 

charge the creditors, And being afked, when the writin 
was drawn up, whether he affented to it, he anfwered, “ Yea, 
with all my heart, for my honour and my honefty are my 

neareft heirs.” . | 

But the {plendour of his religion outfhined all his moral and 
natural accomplifhments. This was the temple that fanétified the 
old, and’the altar that fanétified the offering: this was that 
hich ennobled his fobriety, juftice, and other virtues: and 
this.appeared both by his private and public exercifes of piety, 
which were rare ina young man, more ‘rare’ ma ‘young’ no- 
bleman, and hardly found in fuch a meafure in any man of. 
what age or condition foever.’ He ufually tofe every morning 
about four or five o’clock, feldom fleeping above five or fix 
hours atatime. When he firft waked, his conftant care was 
to fet his heart in order and fit it for holinefs all the day after, 
offering the firlt fruits of the day, and of his thoughts, unto 
God. Being up, he read a chapter out ofthe holy Scriptures; 
then with his fervants in’ his chamber he went to prayer; then 
did he {pend about an hour in reading forme’ holy treatife to 
enliven his affections, and increafe his knowledge. He read over 
Calvin’s Inftitutions, and Rogers’ Treatife';* which were 
his two laft books. Before dinner and fupper, he had a pfalm, 
chapter, and prayer, in his family, and prayer after fupper-. 
And befides thofe public daties he prayed privately * ev- 
ery morning in his clofet, after which he begook himfelf tb 
fome ferious Rudy for three or four hours together,. except he 
was interrupted by fpecial bufinefs. The refidue of the mor 
ing he {pent in converfe with his friends, riding the great horfe, 
or fome fuch other honeft and noble recreation, till dmner time. 
Thus avoided he idlenefs, and prevented temptations which 
commonly. enfue thereon. . Prefently after dinner, he retired 
into his Rudy to meditate on fermons he had lately heard ; or, 
if he was difappointed of that opportunity; he negle&ed not to 
take the frit that was offered to him: yéa, many times, in his 
, travels 


* « Of the privileges which belong to every true Christian,” wherein, 
says Culverwell, is fully laid out what special favours and benefits Ged 
hath provided ‘for his children, both in this life, in all the several ¢s- 
tates thereof, and in the life to.come. Treatise of Faith, 162°. 
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travels by land or by water, he thus bufied himfelf. The 
reft of the afternoon he fpent im bufinefs, ftudy of hiftories, 
the att of war, mathematics, and navigation ; wherein he at- 
tained to a great meafure of perfection. After fupper, he pray- 
ed with Licdekrants, and then withdrew himfelf into his ftudy, 
where he kept a diary or day book,* wherein he recorded what 
he had done that day ; how he had offended, or what good he 
had done ; what temptations he met with, and how he had 
refifled them. And furveying his failings, he humbled him- 
felf to God for them ; and for fuch failings as were fit to be 
known only to God and his own foul, he wrote them down in a 
private character, which none could read but himfelf, and then 
betook himfelf to his reft. To prevent evil thoughts before 
fleep, one that waited on him in his chamber read a chapter 
or two to him out of the holy Scripture ; and _ this practice he 
continued for four years before his death. And that his pub- 
lic as well as private care to walk with his God might the bet- 
ter appear, the ufe of his time in the means of God’s worfhip 
bore fufficient teftimony: being a moft religious obferver of 
the Lord’s day, both in public and private duties; yet prefer- 
ring the public before the private, fo that though he had 
an houfehold chaplain, yet he ever frequented the public af- 
femblies twice a day. Yea, whilft he was a courtier, and if 
his occafions caft him into a place where the word was not 
preached, he would ride to fome other place, many miles, rath- 
er than want it. Immediately after fermon he withdrew him- 
felf from company for about half an hour, to meditate and 
apply what he had heard to his foul. After the evening fer- 
mon, two of his fervants having written, he caufed them to 
repeat both the fermons in his family, before fupper ; and fuch 
was his memory, that he could ufually repeat more than they 
had written. Then wrote he them down in his’ book, and 
prayed himfelf with his family, wherein he had an’ excellent 
gift.’ And’by way of preparation to the Sabbath, every Sat- 
urday night he ufedto call himfelf toa ftri€ account how 
he’ had fpent the whole week; and accordingly he humbled 
himfelf to God for his failings, and returned praife for mercies 
received from him. On the Sabbath morning, rifing betimes, 
he ufed (as he was making himfelf ready) to repéat to his 
fervants thofe fermons he had heard the Lord’s day before. 
He ufed, monthly, to receive the facrament of the Lord’s Sup- 
per; and to fit himfelf to feaft at the Lord’s table, he kept a 

eee Posi “private 


* He was one of the first, according to Fuller, who began the pious 
fashion ofa diary, Wherein he registered, not the injuries ofothers done 
‘to him, but his own failings and infirmities toward his divine Master. 
rtag“{ | ( Worthies, ubi sup.) 
No. 6. Vol. IV. Cec 
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private falt the day before. And then he looked over his 
‘books for his carriage that month, and {pent the whole day in 
prayer and meditation and felf-examination, obferving how. it 
‘was with him fince his laft receiving ; what progrefs he had 
Made in piety ; how he had thriven in grace, and what more 
ftrength he had gotten over his corruptions. Thus he {pent 
the whole day, not coming out of his ftudy till abour fupper 
time. Alfo the morning before he received, he read 1 Cor. xi. 
Wherein is contained the inftitution of the Lord’s Supper. 
And to his fervants that were to communicate with him, he 
read a little treatife wherein the right manner of communicat- 
ing was contained. Befides thefe monthly fafts, he kept ma- 
ny other days of aillicting his foul, upon fundry oceafions. He 
Was wondrous attentive in hearing the word of God preached 
er read: and carried himfelf wondrous and exceedingly rev- 
erent therein, knowing that he was in the prefence of God, and 
fhewing thereby.that.when.-he.came.to hearnot the word of 
man but God, he willingly laid down his honour at Chrift’s 
feet. To avoid oftentation or the appearance of it in his pri- 
vate duties, he never admitted any one either to his prayers or 
repetition of his fermon in and with his family, but only one 
friend that was moft intimate with him. And thus was this 
holy feévant of Chrilt blamele/s and pure, and this child of God, 
without rebuke in a naughty and crooked generation, among fl whom be 
fhined_as.a light in the world, holding forth the word of life, that he 
might rejoice in the day of Chrilt’s coming, that he bad not run in vain, 
nor laboured without fruit. _ 
_ He further manifefted the fincerity of his religion by his 
love-to all that were truly godly, efpecially to faithful and pain- 
ful.minifters ; -as. alfo. by his mercy and charity to the needy 
faints. and peor members of Jefus Chrift. After his return 
from his travels, by way of thankfulnefs to God,-he gave year- 
ly, by the hand of a private friend, twenty pounds.to the poor. 
And the, fecond Sabbath after his landing in England, having 
fpent the day before with his tutor Mr. Tovey, in prayer, faft- 
ing, and thank{giving, he heard the word, received the facra- 
ment, and gave to the peor of that parifh five pounds, And 
befides, .he gave forty pounds to be beftowed upon poor minif- 
ters, and, e Chriftians, for the relief of their neceflities. 
Yea, fuch were his howels of tender mercy, that he gave a tenth 
part of his yearly allowance, which was.a thoufand pounds, to 
pious and charitable ufes ; befides much that he gave occafion- 
ally, as he travelled or walked abroad, &c. Alfo, all his other 
gtaces were beautified by the ornament of admirable humility ; 
‘which is ‘rarely found in perfons fo honourable and honoured 


both. of. God and man. 


From 
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From the firft day of his laft ficknefs, he ftrangely apprehend- 
ed the approach of his death, and therefore accordingly pre- 
pared himfelf for it. Betides his private meditations, he called 
often others to pray for him, and often prayed himfelf. He 
made confeflion of his fins and often confeffed his faith, and an 
undoubted hope of falvation by, Chri Jefus ; profeffing, with 
fo mich. cheerfulnefs, that he feared not death in what fhape 
foever it caine. He uttered many heavenly {peeches, defiring 
to be diffolved, and to be at home with God his Father ; pro- 
fefling, not above two hours before his death, that he {till felt 
the aflured comforts and joys of his falvation by Chrit. And 
when death itfelf approached, he breathed forth thefe longing 
expreflions : “ O thou my joy!.O my God! when shall I be 
with thee 1 and in the midit of fuch defires, {weetly and qui- 
etly refigned up his fpirit unto God, Anno Domini, 1613, aged 
22 yéars.* Chriflian Obferver. 








Religious Communications. 


~ JON RECONCILIATION TO GOD. 


0 underftand the true character of God, to form a proper 
4b . acquaintance with our own characters, and tobe reconcil- 
ed to the former, are’ things of unfpeakable moment, and 
fuch as ought to arreft the attention. of all clafles and denom- 
inations of: mankind. . 

- Reconciliation fuppofes two parties, between whom, previonf- 
ly to the accemplifhment of this event, there was. a difagree- 
ment... It fuppofes, likewife, that one or both of ,the parties 
was chargeable with blame... It fuppofes, alfo, that the crimin- 
al:party, if-one of the parties only was criminal, has given up 
_ the coptroverfy and become friendly to the other. 4f both par- 
ties. were blameable, it fuppofes ‘that they have both been made 
fenfible of it,shave condemned themfelves, and become cordial- 
ly .united....'The parties concerned, in the reconciliation now 
under confideration, are Godand men. And as the latter only 
are ctiminal, they only are the /uljeds of reconciliation. God 
, never 
‘*** He lived out all his days,” says Fuller, “ in the appointment of 
Divine Providence ; not ha/f of them ,acgording to the course of nature, 
not half a quarter of them according to the hopes and desires of the lov- 
erg and honourers of virtue in this nation, especially of the Sogiety in 
Sidney College; Cambridge, whereto he was a most bountiful bene. 
factor.” : ( Worthivs, ubi sup.) 

“His estate,” says Granger, “ was inherited by his two.sisters, Lu- 
_*¥, Countess of Bedford, and Anne, wife of Sir Robert Chichester.” 
Bis portrait is in the Heroologig. 
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never was, norever will be reconciled to men ; but they may be, 
and fome of them a¢tually are reconciled to him. y be fince 
we mutt be. reconciled to God, if reconciliation between us 
ever take place, it is of the lalt i importance that we underftand 
the nature of his charaéter. . If it be the true charaéter of God 
to which we miuft. be reconciled, which we think,will not be 
denied, it is impoffible that we fhould ever underftand the na- 
ture of this reconciliation, or be able to determine whether, we 
are the fubjects of it or not, unlefs we are acquainted with. his 
character. If we are confiftent with ourfelves, our ideas of re- 
conciliation will, in all cafes, correfpond with the views we pof- 
fets of the nature of the object to which we are to be reconciled. 

It is impoffible for us.to tell, whether we are pleafed.or diipleaf- 
ed'with, reconciled or unreconciled to a being, of whom we 
have no knowledge. Nor, can-we accurately determine, ina 


cafe of this nature, when our knowledge is very partial and in- 


correét.* To judge of the nature of reconciliation to God, 
with any degrevsPuecuracy, anata be properly fatisfied wheth- 
er we are the fubjeéts of fuch reconciliation or not, we muft 
entertain right {peculative. views of -his chara@er..,.The impor- 
tance of this appears, ‘more particularly, from the ¢tonfideration 
that mankind actually form very different ideas of the charac. 
ter of the Supreme: Being; ) 

There are fome who believe, that the chasadber of God can- 
not be préperly- defcribed; without taking into’ view his‘ —— 
purpofes, orthe doctrine of divine decrees! The Weltmi 
aflembly ‘of divines have given the following definition’ of 4 
vine: decries #66 Dhe decrees of: God’ are his eternal 


_ according to the council of his own will, whereby: for wa so own 


j he-huth’foreordained whatfoever comes'to' pais? > Hf it 
a fad that"God'has foreordained whatfoever comes to pafs, 


rhe unchangeably determined concerning: the exiftence of 


-@éery event; which ever ‘has, or wilk‘take place;' ‘before: fuch 
é¥etits comé into exiftence, the doétrine of decreés)is true’; for 
Hio‘‘one will pretend -that’morey than‘fuch determination, is im- 
in this'dearine. If we-huve given a correc definition of 
‘divine decrees; if they doin fa& mean ‘the eternal: purpofes: or 
Meterininationvot Ged, ‘refpecting all events, which ever have 
or will take! place,” felhien his deerées con{titute a ‘part of his char- 
ater, and you'can no more feparate them from’ his'chara@er, 
‘than'any nameable attribute which he poffefles, But, we are 
mot infénfible, thar dome utterly deny, that God poffeffés fuch 
ofés, or determinations ‘as we have now nientioned ; more 
Tiecially with'application tomankind. 
It is confidently. afferted:that God cannot determine what 
the moral chara@er of men fhall be before they are born, with- 
out deftroying theif morabagency atid accountability: we in- 
M ' ' ss ftance ; 
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ftance ; God could not unalterably determine before he made 
Adam, that he fhould fall; if he did, Adam was nota moral 
agent when he fell, and confequently, was not a fubject of blame, 
iP it be true, as. above ftated, that God could not determine that 
Adam fhould, fall without deftroying his moral agency and 
‘criminality, it muft be equally true, that God could not deter- 
mine to preyent-his. apoftacy without deltroying his moral 
agency, and virtue or holinefs.. Divine determination. amounts 
toa decree in the latter cafe, as truly as in the former. Andi 
it deftroy moral agency and criminality in the one cafe, it mu 
deitroy. moral agency and holinefs in the other cafe. Accord- 
ing to«this fentiment, Adam had no moral charatter when he 
came. from the hand of his Maker. God did not, and could not 
make him either-holy.or .unholy,,or in other words, a fubject of 
praifeor blame. Nor, had he then determined, that he ever 
fhould be holy or unholy. Nor was it confiltent 4 him to form 
any duch determination relating to Adam, in any period of dura- 
tion then future. » The leaft decree or determination, about his 
future character, would have deftreyed his moral agency, and 
rendered him totally incapable either of holinefs or fin. And 
if this were ‘true refpecting Adam, it muft be true refpedting his 
ofterity. It now is, always has been, and always will be im- 
poflible, that God fhould give them a moral character, or de- 
termine in his own mind, what their moral chara¢ter fhall be. 
If this reprefentation of the divine Being be juft, it mult be evi- 
dent to evéry obferver, that there is not an impenitent finner in 
our world,- whom God has unalterably determined: to fave. 
Nor is it poflible that he fhould, by any pofitive efficiency, make 
any of themholy and fit them for heaven; or determiné that 
they fhall' be made’ holy and ‘finally faved; by any»meahs! which 
_€an be ufed' with them. All thefe’things, according'to the 
fentiment now under confideration, are'equally inconfiftent with 
moral agericy, equally deftroy: praife and blame; and of courfe 
accountability. seared arrest 
« If this opinion, refpecting’ divine decrees, be juft, it willin- 
evitably follow; that God'now is, ever has: been; and: always 
will be’ perfealy indifferent, with regatd to: the mora} chatac- 
terj and final condition of mankind. Whether they are: holy 
orunholy; happy or miferable, isto him)a matter of total in- 
difference. He has never cometo any choice:or determination 
in his own mind about thefe'things. © Nor ist .poflvble that hé 
ever fhould‘choof that’ they fheuld: ‘be in this. fitmation ’ ratheg 
than that} for fach'choice would/amount to precifely the fame 
as decree’ or détérmination ; ‘bur this cannot exif; for iv: would 
‘deftroy the tioral agency of mankind.) li'this ftate of iperfed 
indiffererice; -tefpe@ting ' the’ character: and ‘final comdition of 
matkindjdo thofe-place the Supreme Being, whodenyothat:his 
Ns 8 decrees 
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think you are right in laying no fire/s upon it as the ground of Sebi; 
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decrees or determinations extend to all the works of his 
hands. , 
But while fome thus deny, others believe that the decrees of 
God are coexténfive with his works. Inftead of believing that 
is indifferent with regard to the moral charatter and’ final 
condition of mankind, they believe that he made them to ans 
fwer his own purpofes, that he governs them according to his 
own pleafure; that he was unalterably determined from eternity, 
what their moral charaGer and final condition fhould be,’ and 
that he never has been and never will be difappointed by them. 
But if it be a fact, that the determinations of God do extend 
to every thing relating to mankind, then the fcheme of indif- 
ference, before mentioned, is totally groundlefs. Both fchemes 
cannot be true. And it mult be obvious to every attentive mind, 
that thofe, who believe in the former, mult have very different 
ideas of the Supreme Being from thofe wlio believe in.the lat- 
ter, and their ideas of the nature of reconciliation to him will 
be as different, as their ideas of his character. 
r win she adie ANDRONICUS. 
(To be continued. ) 


A LETTER 
To.a perfon unknown, from a former Minjfer in Boflon. 


Preciovs Sout, vital . 

VERY unworthy of the name. of,a,Chriftian, and) much lefs 
déferving the character of ia Chriltian Minifter mu he be, to 
whom your letter would be impertinent. So highly interefting 
is the cafe which it defcribes, that any man, who loves the Lord 
Jefus in fincerity, would think it no unwelcome.tatk to. write 
whole fleets, if by that means he could contribute, any, thing 
towards ‘giving it a clear and fatista¢tory aniwer.,,. Shean 

A hearty inclination to contribute the little mite m my hand, 
to {> important an end, would have determined me-to. defer 
any anfwer till ftrength, or the leifure of retirement, would per; 
mit me to enter into particulars, did not the cafe appear of 
fuch a nature»that a day’s delay might make any aniwer, too 
_ ' Therefore, reluctantly, obliged to content myfelf with 

tches too general for a matter, of fo great importance, I 
thought it my duty to take this earlieft opportunity of offering 


you all the anfwer that time and {trength will allow..,. 


| However great the privilege of a religious.education, yet, I 
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Alas! it is fadly.to.be feared, shat will be one of the hotteh 

arks of the everlafling flames to many, who enjoy it ; both 
to thofe who harden their necks againft the light and the mo- 
tives, which it prefents, and who live in practices, again which 
it isa daily witnefs; and to thofe, who leave the whole affair of 
their falvatiom to be fettled by their parents, and place an undue 
confidence in the piety or painfulnels of thefe, who have taught 
them. ) 

The fame judgment you very juftly pafs upon the common 
firivings of the Holy Spirit with you’; for though it isa greater 
favour than the former, yet, proving ineffectual to faving con- 
verfion, it will leave the foul far more inexcufable, and undera 
ftili heavier condemnation. f 

It is neceflary, then, that your religion do not ftop here ; for 
that which will fave you is eflentially different from. the privi- 
lege of a religious education and the common ftrivings of the 
Spirit. It is not a bare reftraint from finful outbreakings, nor 
the moft punctual obfervances of moral duties, that will infure 
the falvation of the foul. It is not the beft natural temper, 
nor the moft confirmed habits of civility, generofity and tem- 
perance; it is not the cleareft notions, nor the molt orthodox 
principles in religion, nor yet the greateft zeal, for fpreading 
and maintaining them ; it is not a bare affection under the doc- 
trines of the gofpel, nora regular attendance upon all its ordi- 
nances, nor a pleafure and delight in them, nor an anxious con- 
eern for falvation, nor any heights of joy nor depths of forrow, 
nor every refemblance of an inward thas, thongh it fhould 
partly extend to every faculty of the foul, and produce a con- 
fiderable alteration in the life; nor even a belief of the wholé 
gofpel upon the teflimony of man, or upon that of our own un- 
derftanding ; nor the molt firm per/uafion of our own ruts ine 
Chri, nor even parting with every worldy intereft, and life it- 
felf; it is not any, nor all thefe put together, that will make one 
foul ftand fafe before the bar of that God, who is a confuming 
fire, if not fheltered under Jefus’ wings. 

But if you have had a /piritual view and fenfe of the glory of 
God in all his perfe&tions: in their native lovelinefs as they 
thine in his law, and in his works ; ‘and efpecially in the grace 
of his gofpel imprefled upon your foul immediately from on 
high by his Spirit, fo changing the heart, as to make it efteem 
his perfections, rejoice in his fupremacy, delight in him as an on- 
ly portion, prize his honour and be devoted to his fervice; then 
may you at all times not only hope, but believe you have known 
by experience what true religion is, 

I,could have wifhed your letter had contained a brief fum- 
mary of the way'in which you was at fir hopefully brought to 
3 faving acquaintance with the truth as it isin Jefus. This 
would 
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would have enabled me the better to anfwer your queries. 
Wete I to fpeak particularly to them by word of mouth, I 
would firft of ‘all know of you fomething relative to the follow- 
ing ‘things, viz. Have you ever feen and felt what it is to be 
a finner? What is the defert of fin? What hath the finner to 
look for? Can the finful heart be amended by yourfelf alone, or 
by the aid of any, or of all creatures united? Have you eyer 
had thofe views of God, of his righteoufnefs and of his law, as 
to bring you to a fenfe of the nature and defert.of every fin, of 
your own finfulnefs in particular, not in life only, but in nature, 
in heart, in every moral faculty of the foult as to make you 
fenfible of the darknefs of your underftanding, the rebellion 
adhd enmity of your will, the impurity and felRthmets of every 
affection, the vilenefs of all the fervices.which proceed from the 
unrenewed heart! Have -you ever feen the juftice, nay the 
feeming neceffity of being doomed to eternal death, and the 
real impoffibility of your deliverance from it, except by the 
mercy of God, through the atonement made for fin by his Son; 
the Lord Jefus Chrift! Have you feen that Chrift, as God-man, 
is able; as prophet, prieft and,king, is /uitable, and as an offered 
Saviour, willing, to finith redémption for you ? Have you ever 
felt your own unwillingnefs to be faved by him, and your unbe- 
lief in him? Has this’ been removed by a renewing view of 
Chrift, and your objections anfwered from above; and as 2 
naked, guilty, helplefs, unworthy finner, who had nothing to 
claim, have you been drawn out by divine power to embrace 
this offered Saviour and all his falvation? To caft your foul up- 
on him for it; entirely to give your whole felf ‘away to him ; 
and fo to leave yourfelf in fis hands, without Teferve, with a 
heart well pleafed with the whole device of redemption ? If fo, 
be of good cheer; your fins are all forgiven you.’ Indeed you. 
have not left me altogether in the dark in. this particular, in 
the ftate of your cafe, laid before me. Thett is enough ex- 
prefled to thew a hopefully renewed heart ;' that felf-jealoufy, 
that fenfe of your extreme wickednefs of heart, as well as your 
utter weaknefs ; that horror at fin; that dread of offending 
and difhonouring God ; that unreferved approbation of the di- 
vine fovereignty ; that refignation to, and defire of ‘divine 
teaching, and earneft panting after perfevering grace; all 
which are gracious exercifes, and when truly found in ‘any foul, 
clearly évidences that he “ that hath wrought it to the felf- 
fame thing, is God.” This granted, we may fairly proceed. 
“'Thé remainder of your life will be a warfare, a continual 
confi ; but'in a variety of views, a pleafant one. *’ You wilt 
have to fight, not alone. All the redeemed ‘now on’ earth are 
fighting the fame battle. Nay Jefts, the conqueror, will fight 


with, and fight for you. He will fhelter you with~ his own 


» fkirt, 
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fkirt ; infomuch that whoever would deftroy you mufk do it 
through his heart. He will furnifh you with weapons and 
find you ftrength and fkill to ufe them. He will judg@of the 
number, and ftrength of the foes he will fuffer to attack yon, and 
has engaged to give you the victory. But perhaps you great- 
ly fear that you have not this Conqueror for your friend, and 
that the ground of this fear is, fo much {een unworthinefs and 
vilenefs in yourfelf. My friend! does this view of yourfelf 
furnifh any reafonable evidences that Chrift is not your leader, 
your friend ; or thathe will not condué -you to victory and 
triumph? O take heed that you do not dictate to Jehovah, or 
call in queftion the propriety of his ways. Your own jult view 
of his fovereignty will teach you to adore, where you cannot 
comprehend, and your knowledge of the nature of grace will 
{hew you good reafons why all corruptions are not cut off at 
once. Although it is not your duty to reft fatisfied whut the 
leaft dreg of pollution fticks at the bottom of. the veflel, nor to 
leave any mean untried for the utter mortification of all fin, 
yet the right hand of power only, can flay them. To that pow- 
er you muft look and on that power depend, in order to prevail. 

If this be a juft view of the Chriftian life, you have no juft 
ground. for wonder that you are fubje& to temptations. ‘The 
enemy has no other way to annoy the foul. Neither the num- 
ber, nor the ftrength of thefe, furnifhes evidence againft you. 
The Lord, whom [ truft you follow, had no fewer, nor weaker 
ones than you. ‘Temptations, indeed, do not prove any thing 
at all, fave the malice of the grand adverfary againt you. The 
particular temptations which you. mention are not uncommon, 
even in the experience of the moft eminent Chriilians. And I 
may add, that by means of temptation, their graces become 
more'vigorous and ftrengthened. As every mufcle of the body 
increafes in fize and in ftrength in proportion to its exertions, 
thus it is with every grace in‘the renewed foul. By means of 
temptation, all its capacities for glory, hereafter, become en- 
larged, fo that a foundation is hereby laid for a brighter crown. 
Hence it is not difficult to fee that God has defigns of infinite 
wifdom and kindnefs, in permitting the attack._ 

But O how fad, how uncomfortable the cafe of the foul, 
whilft in the ftruggle ! Enemies fierce, corruptions ftrong, a 
God and Saviour fo far out of fight that his very exiflence is 
perhaps queftioned! No help found from any ordinance, and 
life ¢tfelf become almoft an intolerable burden!—My foul 
fhrinks at the remembrance of this bitter cafe. O thou Great 
Supporter of “ broken reeds,’? appear for all thy children in 
this dreadful deep ! Let them hear thy voice, let them fee thy 
lovely countenance. Speak but the word and they fhall be 
faved. Let me tell you, my friend, what I have often needed 
No. 6, Vol. TV. D vo to 
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to be told myfelf, that unlefs temptation is fought by laying 
ourfelves in the way of it; unlefs it be brought on us by fome 
finful neglect ; unlefs it be indulged, cherifhed, approved of by 
the will, or yielded to, it is not our fin. In that cafe, a tem 
tation pafling through our mind is no more our fin than to hear 
a wicked man inthe ftreet curfing or blafpheming the name 
of God. Satan, and not we, mult anfwer and {fuffer for it. 
But then, if you would be free of guilt and quickly get rid of 
the tempter, you muft be conftantly committing your heart 
to the divine keeping, and be ever watchful over it yourfelf. 
Keep your eye on every avenue to your foul, that the enemy 
may not be able to attack you unfeen. For want of this he 
has fometimes. obtained his ends againft the foul, before it fuf- 
pected any temptation to be near. And be careful, “ having 
done all, to ftand.” 

But fhould Chrift fee caufe to fuffer the temptation to con- 
tinue a while, this is only to keep thee lying low the longer, 
to make thee more earneft with him, more firmly faltened to 
his crofs, and to fhew his glory the brighter in thy deliverance. 
Wait, wait all the while on him; continue looking, begging, 
trufting, and I can affure you of the beft relief; relief that will 
make your heart rejoice. But when it comes, OQ! remember 
the new debt, and be not lifted up ; be not fecure. Such is our 
depravity, that our deliverance from temptations is fometimes 
turned into temptations. Lie low before God; refolve to go 
forth in his ftrength, and look for an increafe of it. 

From every trial or temptation, when it is over, it may not 
be improper to take occafion in the review of it, thus to reafon 
on the fubjeé, as an antidote againft its return. If the enemy 
fay there is no God, rebuke him with a—* whence then came 
the world? who made all thefe things? whence aml?’ If 
any blafphemous thought againft God have been fuggelted ; 
after the ftruggle, reafon thus: ‘ What evil is there in the 
Holy One? Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right? If 
he were not powerful, could he have fpoken all things into be- 
ing ? If not wife, could he have governed them fo long? If 
not good, whence come all the favours .which creatures re- 
ceive?’ If you have been tempted to forfake ordinances, and 
have gotten the better of the temptation ; you may fhame the 
tempter with a—‘ where fhould I go, when burdened, but to 
God ? and how fhall I go to him, but in the way, which he 
hath appointed ?” , ' 

But the belt anfwer to all your affailants is furnifhed by the 
word of God. Uvle that, therefore, in all your ftraits. By 
arguments drawn from that bleffed book, you may filence eve- 
ry foe. Bleffed be God for the deliverance you have already 
experienced! Jefus, [truft, has been teaching you by thefe 
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deeps how to fuck fweetnefs out of the ftrong ; how to get meat 
out of the eater. He hath, by your wounds, fhewn you the 
fweetnefs of the balm of his own ; and by temptation you have 
gathered ftrength. O now it is time to praife him ! This is the 
precious opportunity for collecting frefh recruits for the next 
onfet. And O what juftifying of God’s ways! what con- 
demning of yourfelf! what admiration of grace! what high 
thoughts of Jefus! what refolved devotednefs to him—to be, 
to fuffer, to do whatever he requires! This is now your proper 
bufinefs.. Be not difcouraged at what may be coming. If 
God the Lord has been with you in fix troubles, will a feventh 
weary him ? If he has delivered you thus far, why fhould you 
diftruft him any more? Were your ftanding or falling in your 
own hand, you might, indeed, give up all hope: but whilft 
Chrift is the treafury of your frength, you have nothing to fear. 
What though frefh temptations fhould affault you ? To doubt 
your aid would give the foe a great advantage. It is the 
Lord’s battle in which you are engaged. Will he then defert 
the combat? The queftion is, whofe banner fhall triumph, 
whofe kingdom fhall prevail, Chrift’s or Satan’s ? Can you be- 
lieve that your King, your Captain will ftand by as an uncon- 
cerned {pectator of the fight! Need the foldiers, on his fide, 
fear that he will forfake them in the confli@ ? No, my friend! 
Of this, they need never be afraid; for he himfelf advances 
mthe front, and will affuredly lead them on to victory and to 
triumph. Fight on, then, asa good foldier. The victory at 
laft is fure. A few more ftrokes will decide it. The Lord on 
your right hand, and a crown of glory in your view, are ftrong 
motives to vigorous exertion. Let not your unworthinefs or 
great corruptions be thought an argument that Chrift will 
give you over into the hands of the enemy. Were this to be 
the cafe, who then would be helped ? Who brings any thing 
of worthinefs to prompt the Lord to have faving mercy upon 
him? Although, my friend, it becomes us to watch our hearts 
continually ; although the more of God we know, the more 
we fhall fee the vilenefs of fin, and the more pollution in our- 
felves; yet let not the fight of this be called darknefs. It is 
diviue light alone that can fhew it to us. Neither let us fink 
down in continual forrow and complaint. Is there not an all- 
fufficient remedy in Chrift for our difeafe ? The more of this 
we fee, let it make the remedy the more precious to us, and 
teach us the more to rejoice in it, depend upon it, hold it faft, 
and never, never let it go. *¥**#* * * * * 

**** T defire a continual remembrance in yours, and in the 


— of all your friends, and am your unworthy fervant in 
Irilt, | : 


ANSWERS 
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Luestions answered. [ Now. 


ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS. 
TO H.U. 


A FRIEND to truth, and to H. U. a fignature found in the 
227th page of the 3d volume of the Magazine, would tventure 
to give him advice on the fubject fuggefted in his communica- 
tion. 

The cafe has its difficulties; but crucifixion to the world by 
the crofs of Chrift will be a fafe-conduét to H. U. in his em- 
barraffed fituation. Let him by no means unite himfelf toa 
fociety of men, under the name of 4 Chriftian Church, who are 
not, to the eye of impartial difcernment, followers of Jefus 
Chrift. For ‘ he who is not for me is againft me.” And 
“ What communion hath light with darknefs ?’ Let him not 
on any account give countenance to the clofe communion doc- 
trine and practice of the Baptifts. His confcience fhould for- 
ever hold him back from abetting fchifm in the church of the 
living God. “ Is Chrift divided ?” 

Let him unite himfelf without delay to the Chriftian Church 
which beft fuits his convenience. Let him not think himfelf re- 
{trained in regard to his duty by parochial lines, nor account it a 
difficulty to go a little diftance to attend meeting. Two gen- 
tlemen came from Europe to America to fee the late folar 
eclipfe, and cannot a Chriftian ride or walk ten miles once a 
week to fee the Sun of Righteoufnefs fhed forth his effulgemt 
beams in the fanctuary ? 

With refped& to the inquiry in the P. S. Whether it be right 
to pat forms of prayer into the mouths of children, I would 
fay, that it is right to teach all perfons to do that, which they 
may be fuppofed to do, with fanétified hearts ; ever inculcating, 
in connexion, the all-important truth, that the love of God muft 
be the moral principle of every action. Generally fpeaking, we 
know not what is the prefent moral temper of the hearts of men. 
It may, for ought we know, be virtuous, though evidence, 
with refpec& to the palt, is in a contrary way. If the prefent 
exercifes of .the mind are finful, the fucceeding ones may be 
holy.. Children and adults are, in this refpeét, in the fame 
condition. Wehave only to apportion the grade of our in- 
ftruction to the capacity of the pupil. 

If we are not toteach children to pray, we muft teach them 
the oppofite. For there is no middle courfe. But who will 
fay that we ought to teach them to negle& prayer, when an 
apottle has faid, “1 will therefore that men pray every where, 
lifting up holy hands, without wrath or doubting ?” 

CYPRIAN. 
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Query, refpecting the divorcement of Alphonfo and Lydia, 
by Q.Q. See page 429, vol. L11. 

Anfwer. Alphonfo was undoubtedly guilty of violating his 
marriage covenant in deferting Lydia; 1 mean of violating 
his covenant fo far as it was a refufal to perform important du- 
ties to which it bound him. He lived in adultery during his 
fecond marriage with Sephronia ; for though he had trampled 
on his covenant fo far as cruelly to defert, he was ftill the hul- 
band of Lydia. The divorce which Lydia obtained was null, 
being againft an exprefs injunction of God, that a man fhall not 
put away his wife fave for the caufe of adultery. ‘The action 
of Lydia in procuring a divorce was criminal, becaufe the fo 
far caufed Alphonfo to commit adultery. Sophronia was an 
adulterefs in her intercourfe with Alphonfo. ‘he venerable 
Parion in refufing to marry Alphonfo and Sophronia, acted the 
part of a faithful watchman. Jultice W. that of a covenant 
breaker. Alphonfo’s adulterous intercourfe with Sophronia 
vacated entirely the covenant connexion between him and Lyd- 
ia She was then bound to put him away, and could not be re- 
married to him. For, Mat. xix. 9. * Whofo marrieth her 
which is put away committeth adultery.” ‘The minifter of 
courfe was very incorreét in telling Alphonfo and Lydia, that 
their covenant had never been diflolved ; and though thefe two 
perions have lived very happily together fince their fecond wed- 
ding, they have lived in the moft {hocking wickednefs, to which 
the minifter who had an agency in their fecond marriage is ac- 
ceflary. 





A private writer defires the explanation of verfes 22 and23 
of Jude, “ And of fome have compaflion, making a difference : 
and others faye with fear, pulling them out of the fire, hating 
even the garment {potted by the fiefh.” p. 430, vol. J/J. 

Compatiion fuppofes that the object of it is in diftrefs. They 
who are in diftreis may be in danger of being “ fwallowed up 
with overmuch forrow.”’ They are to be treated tenderly. Gen- 
tle means are to be uled to afluage their griefs, and reftore them 
to comfort and peace of mind. Others are expofed from their 
debaucheries. A ftorm of divine wrath is ready to be poured 
down upon them, as there was upon the inhabitants of Sodom. 
Chriftians muft fear for them ; and by a kind of coercion, like 
that which the angels ufed in haftening lot and his family out 
of Sodom, conitrain them to flee from the wrath to come, and 
to lay hold on the only hope fet before them. And this they 
mutt do with fuch averfion to thefe debaucheries, as to be per- 
fectly guarded again&i all participation in them. 

RESPONDUS. 


MISCELLANEOUS 
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MISCELLANEOUS REMARKS. 

IS it correé to fay, as an ingenious writer does, page 368 
of vol. 3, that the difobedience of finners is owing to their un- 
willingnefs to obey ? Is it not enough to fay that all their difo- 
bedience is voluntary ? Unwillingnefs is a wicked temper, and 
is itfelf difobedience to the commands of God. And is it 
proper to fay that unwillingnefs is owing to unwillingnefs? 
This remark is not made with a cavilling {pirit. If it be a cor- 
rection it may have its advantage. 

It is apprehended there is a diftin@ion in the ordinary figni- 
fications of the terms willing and wilful. Willing fignifies 
confent ; wilful, an obftinate temper. All fin is voluntary ; 
but it isto be doubted, whether it is calculated to carry con- 
viction to fay, that every aé& of fin is wilfully done. 

In page 412 of the 3d vol. it is faid, “ The longer the. du- 
ty of repentance is delayed, the more unwilling the finner will 
be to perform it. Are obftacles now in the way to the per- 
formance of it ? By procraftination thefe obftacles will increafe, 
and become more formidable and difheartening.”” As men are 
by nature totally depraved, and depravity is voluntary, it feems 
inconceivable how a finner fhould be more unwilling to do his 
duty at 80 years of age than he is at 16. __If he is jefs unwill- 
ing at 16, his hefitation muft be founded either in a lefs degree 
of hatred of duty than his capacity would admit, or fome de- 
gree of pofitive difpofition to do it, both which are inconfiftent 
with the fcripture account of total depravity. 

If all virtue and vice confit in voluntary a@ion, and a will- 
ing heart is accepted according to what a man hath, it feems 
to be conceding improperly to the finner to admit the idea, 
that there is ever any obftacle whatever to the performance of 
his duty. 

It is fometimes faid, there is nothing in the way of a finner’s 
complying with the gofpel, but his oppofition of heart. But 
this furely is not any thing inthe way. A previous indifpofition 
to treat my neighbour benevolently, conftitutes no impedi- 
ment to my treating him in this manner for the time to come. 
A voluntary aétion does not involve any natural neceflity, that 
the fubfequent action fhould be of the fame kind. 

In page 413 of vol. 3d a definition is defired of man’s capa- 
city for the internal difcharge of his-duty. By the internal 
difeharge of duty mult be intended love. But love is the ful- 
filling of the law. Then the internal difcharge of duty and 
the a brea difcharge of duty are the fume thing ; or the one 
neceflarily involves the other. The diftinGtion often made be- 
tween an internal and an external action is without any founda- 
tion. Itis neither agreeable to found philofophy, nor to crip: 

tura 
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tural divinity. When a man worfhips God, there are not two 
actions, the one internal and the other external. The aétion is 
one. This action may, or may not, put in motion the organs 
of the body. It may or may not employ the tongue, and be 
manifefted in audible founds. In either cafe the ation is but 
one. As to the capacity of loving, 1am perfuaded it is ca- 
pable of a clear and diftinét definition. Perhaps that which I 
fhould give is erroneous. But if any one were to afk me where- 
in confifted his ability to love Ged, I fhould fay in his snoqw/- 
edge of God. ‘The knowledge of an objeé& conftitutes the ca- 
pacity of loving that objec&t. Ignorance conftitutes an incapa- 
eity of loving : as it is evident it is impoflible I fhould love 
that which to me does not exift. The ground of my bein 
bound to love, is different from my capacily to love. Obligation 
is founded in divine authority ; but capacity in the nature of 
the agent. That is undoubtedly our capacity of loving which 
is in exercife when we love ; as that is our ability to walk 
which is in aétual exercife when we walk. Now what capacity 
is in exercife when we love? Intelligence. Man has no powers 
but fuch as appertain either to the mind or body. ‘he facul- 
ties of the body are all refolvable into mufeular ftrength. The 
faculties of the mind, however much they may be feparated 
and diftinguifhed, are all refolvable into intelligence. But lov- 
ing is not a matter of mufcular ftrength. It is a mental_action. 
A man may haveacapacity for loving God, and yet not have 
a capacity for one mufcular effort. And, vice verfa. 

Can it be proper to fay, that if a finner is left to himfelf, he 
will infallibly go on accumulating guilt, till he perifh, &c.? 
Can any portion of created exiftence be left to itfelf ? Does not 
this language favour of the doctrine of the modern philofophy, 
that nature is God? If the faw is left to itfelf, will it move? If 
man is left to himfelf, will he ac& at all? Will he exift? 


—-__- 


A SHORT ADDRESS TO PROFESSING CHRIS. 
TIANS. 

ALTHOUGH much has been faid on this important fubjeé, 
and many pieces gone forth in this very ufeful Magazine, yet I 
feel a defire to fuggelt a few ideas to thofe who profeds to abide in 
Jefus. “ For if ye fay ye abide in him,” and do not maintain 
an adherence to his holy precepts, and a love to his caufe; en- 
deavouring to promote the honour and glory of God, above 
your chief good, you are (to ufe fcripture language) a liar, and 
the truth is not in you. Enaugh has been faid on this point, 
in order that profeffors fhould live as becomes the gofpel. But 
alas! is it not to be feared, that it has but little influence on the 
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minds of many? Probably thofe, for whom fuch pieces are 

written, feldom, if ever, take this ufeful book into their hands, 

and much lefs into their hearts. Perhaps it may be {ftyled 

prefumption for one who is young, jult as it were entering in- 

to life, to pretend to exhort others; but I have of late feen 

abundant reafon to mourn and fay, What do ye more than oth- 

ers? i have been witnefs of profeffors at the card table ; play- 

ing, as was held forth, to amufe the mind. Many deem it no 

improper thing ; and among them it is ftyled very innocent, 

calculated ta enliven the affections, and fit them for devotion. 

Many, alio, who are really thought to be followers of the Lamb, 
advocate it and fay, * Should | be called to a card table in com- 
pany, if I ttand aloof from the polite invitation, will it not bring 
a reproach‘on the caufe which I have profeffed ? Will they 
not directly conclude that religion is a dull, melancholy life, 
excluding: all pleafure ? In thort, fhall I not, by feparating 
myielf iromthem, give them reafon to fuppote, that I adopt 
the language of one of old, “ Stand by, for I am holier than 
thou’? O my dear friend, whoever thou art, that, having 
the fear of man before thine eyes, canft not realize, that 
thou firit owelt thy duty to God, and then to thy fellow men, 
remember that you are required to yield perfect and entire 
obedience to the law of God. O that thou wouldft commune 
with thy heart, O profeffor, and confider for what end you took 
upon you thofe folemn and very important obligations to live 
alone to the glory of God, and yield yourfelf his willing fubject, 
Take care, O carclefs profeffor, how you injure that caufe that 
coftnoleis than the moft precious blood of the Son of God. Think 
with yourfelf, and that impartially, whether your heart goes 
out in love, and adoration, and felf abafement, while bufily em- 
ployed ata card table. Can you anfwer that to God and your 
own confcience? No; I am perfuaded, did you feel right, it 
would be far otherwife with you. Whatever bufinefs we fet 
about, whatever defign we are engaged in, we fhould inquire 
with ourielves, if this buiinefs or undertaking will forward us, 
or any of our fellow finners, in our way to heaven ; and if not, 
we {bould quit our defign immediately. I am fully perfuaded 
the men of the world would adopt this mode of conduct 
with reipect to the objects. of their purfuit, which truly’ verifies 
the f{cripture_ailertion, that the children of this world are wifer 
in their. generation than the children of light. O:that you and 
1 may remember, this world is not our abiding place. Our 
continuance here will be butdhort. Man’s days on earth are 
as a dhadow. So then if we improve our lives to any 
other purpofe than as a journey:towards heaven, our labour 
will all be loft ; but may we be like Enoch, maintaining a clote 
walk with God; then I believe we fliall live to his glory. May 
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we feel that we are not of this world, but Chrift has chofen us 
out of the worlds, that werfliduld not henceforth live to our- 
{elves, but unto him who died for us on Calvary’s crofs. One 
thing I have more to fay, and then leave you with the Searcher 
of .heafts,’ who is the: great.and eternal God. . Let it be con- 
fidered, that if our lives be not a-journey towards heaven, they 
muft be a journey towards hell. . JULIANA. 








Selections. 
EMINENT WITNESSES TO EXPERIMENTAL RELIGION. 
(Continued from p. 194.) 


No Xi. 
PHILIP DE MORNAY, BARON DU PLESSIS.* 
- Born A. D. 1549. Died 1623. 


THIS nobleman was related to the Houfe of Bourbon; and 
allied to feveral of the moft illuftrious families. He was con- 
verted from Popery, in the’ year 1561, by reading the New 
Teftament. He was ftrongly attached to Henry of Navarre, 
and.employed by him as ambaflador to queen Elizabeth, by 
whom alfo he was greatly efteemed. He was. active in 
his mafter’s acceflion to the crown of France; bat when le 
changed fis religion, reproached his apoftacy, “and left the 
court. .Attempts were. made on the life of this nobleman by 
the Popith, party, and.he narrowly efcaped the Parifian maffa- 
cre, ‘together with his mother, and died very happily in his bed. 

Lord Mornay wrote learnedly’ in defence of the’ principles 
of revealed religion ; but being reminded of his fervices to the 
church, on fe he rephed « Alas! what was there 
of mine in that work’? fay not it was. I, but-the grace of 
God; which was im me.”’}—Being: atked the™reafon of his 
hope. of glory, ‘he gaye’'this memorable anfwer, that’ “he 
Was PFE teal ly perfuaded of it, and was fo by the demonftration 

Holy. Spirit,t more powerful, more clear and certain 


then: any ‘demonttration of Euclid.” 
iC Fo be continued. Ya 
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“‘Beligious Intelligence. 


LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
ABOUT the middle of May last,. 
THE Lowpan Missionary Soct- 
‘Bry held, in London, their Twe/fth 
General Meeting. Religious ser- 
vices were attended on several suc- 
cessive daysas usual, and the pro- 
ceedings of the meeting were con- 
ducted with great unity of spirit, 
aud religious animation. The 
missionary arrangements of the 
Society, as our readers are already 
apprised, are formed upon a vast 
scale ; and from the following co- 
pious extracts from the Report of 
the Drrecrors, it will be seen, 
that, under all the embarrassments, 
occasioned by the war, their plans 
are continually extending ;. and are 
prosecuted with a persevering en- 
ergy and zeal, which no obstacles 
can withstand, and with a general 
success, which: will greatly redound 
to the * glory of. the Redeemer, 
thraugh the paneeuinge of sang. 


‘MISSION TQ OPARELTE. 
This Mission, which was first 
undertaken in 4796, and which has’ 


excited a: very general interest, in. 
the Christian. world,, has been at- 


tended with many adversities. It, 
nevertheless, continues to. engage 
‘the attention of the Society ; and 


all hopesiof its — success are 


Ke yet sion the et Respectin 
this mission Report of the De 
‘Fectors i is to @ follo wing effect : 


'4'As the first measures of the so- 
‘ciety were direéted to the islands 
‘lof the South Sea, they have usually 

the. missionary station at 


Otaheite of the first article of their 


repo rt. ve occasion to re- 
gret hat th Fie re shale te with this 

medium of New 
South Wales, is much less frequent 
than heretofore, when the state of 
that colony required supplies of 
provisions from the southern 


islands ; so that our brethren, when 
ibey last.wrote, liad not’ received 


the various letters which-had beea 
addressed to them, since the: year 
1801, as they were detained at Port 
Jackson for want of the means of 
conveyance ; the on ” letter from 
them which has reached us, is da- 
ted the 12th: of December, 1804 ;* 
the substance of which is as follows. 

‘‘ The population of the island 
continues to decrease every year, 


through the still Prevailing causes 


frequently noticed in former letters. 
Civilization is making but a slow 
progress. The chiefsare dissolute’; 
the common people indolent; and 
both insensib ble of the value of im- 


-provement. The gospel has not 
‘yet met with a favourable reception 


among them ; nor do the missiona- 


‘ries perceive that there is any very 


pleasing prospect that it soon will. 
Otoo,. since the death of Pomarre, 


_ has maintained his authority with- 


out opposition, and histreatment of 
our brethren has been affable and 
kind ;, but they conceive his favour 
to he precarious, and liable to be 
asi oa a bess epee ew 
su esirableness n 
pes a by two or three sie 
their present number, recommend- 


_ing the far greater jamgt tc to be me- 


ehanics rather than missionaries ; 
of the latter they conceive, that on 
account of the small population of 
the islands, a large hody:is not nec- 
essary, They speak with concere 
and apprehension of the great in- 

crease of fire arms, and the avidity 
of the natives to procure them, even 
on very: terms. . - 

* The Durectofs have! ly. heen 
favoured. with a_ letter) from. the 
Rev, Mr. Marsden, for | whose nu- 
merous and pappetaer 9 ct to 


in 
* Sincethe Meeting the Society, 
communications have received 


from the Missionaries at Otaheite, 


late a Ge a uly 29, 1805, 
ppb will be gives 
arr aur next. 


-Enitoss. 
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this mission, they are under the 
greatest obligations. » The intelli- 
gence‘it contains is of a more en- 
couraging nature than they have 
received from the missionaries 
themselves, and is in stibstance as 
follows: The foundation for the 
introduction of the gospel amongst 
the natives of the South Sea islands 
will eventuatly be daid in New 
South Wales. The natives em- 
brace .every opportunity of visit- 
ing this country. * I have used,” 
says Mr. M. “ my interest to have 
them treated well. They seem ve- 
ry anxious to learn our trades. I 
have stated their situation to the 
governor, who has been kind e- 
nough to interest himself about 
them. I think much has already 
been done, if the difficulty of the 
undertaxing be considered. When 
I have conversed with the natives 
of Otaheite who are now in this 
colony, I have been much gratitied 
at the knowledge they have ac- 
quired. it appears to me thatthe 
missionaries, from their letters, 
are not sensible what impressions 
they have already made on the 
minds of the natives. I have al- 
ready said much has been done, 
and I think so.” 

“These worthy missionaries are 
much entitled to our sympathy, 
and our prayers. Excluded, for 
years toge @r, from all communi- 
cation or intercourse with friends, 
and greatly wearied by disheart- 
ening circumstances, they yet per- 
severe with unabated zeal in their 
‘important work ; and it appears 
from various testimonies, that 
they exhibit that excellency of 
principle and conduct which do 
honour to the Christian missionary. 
May their faithful labours be soon 
rewarded with success !” 

MISSION TO SOUTH AFRICA: 

This has been, and continues to 
be, a very successful mission. 
Concerning this mission, the di- 
rectors report as follows. 

* It was intimated in the last 
annual report, that, in consequence 
ef political circumstarices, it be- 
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came necessary that the missiona- 
ry stations in South Africa’ should 
be placed under the care of the 
Netherland society ; the directors 
whereof had kindly agreed to be- 
come the metlium through which 
the correspondence with them was 
to be conducted. During the last 
year, the information received has 
not been so extensive as could be 
wished ; and although, in some 
Tespects, it is of a very acceptable 
nature, yet it is mingled with cir- 
cumstances which occasion regret. 
These have arisen from the oppo- 
sition made by the Boors to the in- 
struction of the Hottentots, prompt- 
ed by their malignant hatred te 
the cause of Christ; but covered 
and enforced by pretences of ne- 
cessary prudence and caution in 
respect to institutions connected 
with and supported by English so- 
cieties. The respectable governor 
Janssens, although convinced of the 
utility of missionary exertions, and 
that they were entirely separated 
from ali national views, yet found 
it expedient to subject our stations 
both at Zak River, and Bethels- 
dorp, to some inconvenient restric- 
tions; and afterwards to summor 
our brethren, Dr. Vanderkemp 
and Mr. James Read, to Cape 
Town, to vindicate themselves a- 
gainst some charges brought 
against them by the Landrost, a 
kind of sheriff, and the Boors, the 
bitter enemies of their missionary 
work. ' 
**Some steps which Dr. Vander- 
kemp had thought himself bound 
to take in behalf of the Hottentots, 
most cruelly oppressed by the 
Boors, had inflamed their resent- 
ment, and produced this measure ; 
and after our brethren had con- 
vinced the governor of the inno- 
cence of their conduct, the Boors 
threatened, that if he should per- 
mit them to return, they were de- 
termined to take away their'lives ; 
at the same time representing them 
as friends to the English, and ene- 
mies. to the Dutch government. 
Although the pbc perceived 
the falsehood of these charges, om 
e 
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he. expressed ,the wish that both 
Dr. Vanderkemp and Mr. Read, 
whom he highly praised, would 
suspend their return to Bethels- 
dorp, until, more. favourable cir- 
cumstances should render it ad- 
viseable. 

“« Their journals for 1804, contain 
several pleasing instances of the 
success of their ministry among 
these poor heathen, one of which 
jis the following : ‘‘ A man named 
Hannes Trompetten was, even so 
lately as the present year, captain 
of a horde of plundering Hotten- 
tots. One of his sisters, belong- 
ing to the same gang, came last 
year to our institution. In the 
py ecns year her example has been 

ollowed by another sister, and also 
his aged father. At last, Hannes 
himself resolved to give up his fla- 
gitious employment, and endeavy- 
oured with four of his brethren to 
join us. In this attempt his breth- 
ren were killed, and he alone es- 
caped. In both of his sisters the 
almighty power of God is glorified : 
the first was baptized in March, 
the other in,April. In that month 
the Lord displayed .his power in 
the conversion, of owr people in a 
singular manner, and we saw there- 
in, eleyen, being all.women, added 
to the assembly of those who shall 
be saved. .Lhe whole number 


baptized in that year appears to be 
five brethren, seventeen sisters, 


and fourteen children ; in all thir- 
ty-six.” One they had been oblig- 
ed to exclude from their commun- 
ion for immoral conduct, and to 
dismiss from the institution the 
associate of her guilt. 

** Notwithstanding the opposi- 
tion made to the labours of these 
faithful. men, the power of God 
continued to attend their ministry 
to the period when they were oblig- 
ed to leave this settlement, which 
was in the month of Maylast. Mr. 
Read writes on the subject as fol- 
lows: ‘ Our spiritual work con- 
tinned till our departure in a pros- 
perous state ; and there were add- 
ed to the church daily such as we 
trust will be saved: The number 


PWov. 


of baptized consisted of forty-six 
grown persons, besides a great 
many others, of whose conver- 
sion we have little doubt... ‘One of 
the baptized, named Kruisman, 
seems likely to be useful in the 
Lord’s work, He lived: with a 
farmer near us, who treated him 
with cruelty, on account of the wish 
he expressed to come to our insti- 
tution to hear the word .of “God. 
He had for severakyears been con- 
cerned about his soul, and could 
get no one to tell him, who, or 
what Godis. He conceived, how- 
ever, that what he saw and heard 
daily, such as murder, drunken- 
ness, adultery, and swearing; could , 
not he pleasing to him. His treat- 
ment became so intolerable, that 
he was compelled to complain to 
the Magistrate, who released him 
from his oppressor, and allowed. 
him to come to our institution. It 
was striking to see him while 
hearing the word of God, with 
his ears, eyes, and mouth open. 
He, however, was soon convinced, 
that the evils, which he had seen 
in others, were his own, and he be- 
gan to be almost in despair that 
such a monster could be saved. 
The Lord Jesus, however, mani- 
fested himself to his soul, and fill- 
ed it with joy and peace in believ- 
ing. No sooner was this the case, 
than he returned to M@® fellow-ser- 
vants, to tell them what the Lord 
had done for his soul. This was 
attended with a blessing to one of 
them, and he, as a spiritual fatlier, 
goes daily to visit this child of 
grace, and encourage him to go 
on in the good way. He is indeed 
very zealous, and we should not be 
surprised if the Lord should doe 
great things by him among his 
countrymen. These instances of 
divine mercy are our glory and 
our joy.” 

‘To another friend, he writes, 
“The Lord has favoured me 
greatly, in giving me to see his 
work flourish among the poor hea- 
then; many have I seen called 
out of darkness into light, and ma- 
ny of these favoured with strong 

assurance 
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assurance of -theiry interest in 
Christ, thes new Lord, so that 
they often express their longing 
desire to see him, and be with 
him. Others have great gifts to 
recommend them to their fellow- 
sinners, and the Lord crowns their 
work with an astonishing blessing, 
to the surprise of all around.” 

« Through the kind providence 
of God, this missionary station, tho’ 
for the present deprived of the su- 
perintendance of Dr. Vanderkemp 
and Mr. Read, is not left destitute 
of the means of grace. These are 
supplied by the brother Albrecht, 
(sent oyer by the society from 
Holland, in company with brother 
Kicherer and the Hottentots) of 
whom Mr. Read speaks highly, 
and by the missionary Tromp, who 
was formerly at Waggonmaker’s 
Valley, but has been obliged to 
leave it by the ordinance of the 
Dutch government, which forbids 
missionaries in general from giv- 
ing imstruction to Christians or 
heathens within the limits of the 
parishes in the colony, and enjoins 
them to remove to a distance of 
three days’ journey from every es- 
tablished church. These are join- 
ed by Mr. Smith, most probably 
a pious and zealous colonist, of 
whom however no particular ac- 
count reached us, and also by 
Mrs. ith, a widow of Rode- 
sand, whose hospitality to our 
brethren, and zeal for the cause 
of Christ have long been very con- 
spicuous, and ghe appears now to 
have devoted herself, in a more 
explicit and entire manner, to his 
service among the heathen. The 
brother and sister Bekker of Stel- 
lenbosch, must have fallen within 
the operation of the ordinance just 
mentioned, but no certain informa- 
tion has yet been received con- 
cerning them. The directors do 


not see any reason to regret this 
part of the regulation, which ne- 
cessarily fixes the labours of the 
missionary more directly among 
the heathen, their proper object, 
than in places occupied principal- 
Jy by nominal Christians. 





Mission to South Africa. 
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The station of» brothers Ander- 
son and Kramer, on -the Orange 
yiver, among the Corannas, had 
been considered as beyond, the 
limits of the colony, but <hey were 
ordered to appear at Cape Town, 
and were there with Dr. Vander- 
kemp and Read. No letters, have 
been received from them, it aps 
pears, however, from ‘ brother 
Read and Dr. Vanderkemp’s lets 
ter, that their labours ainong the 
Corannas are blessed in an exira- 
ordinary degree. 

“ The directors have received the 
interesting journal of the voyage 
of Mr. Kicherer, the Hottentots, 
and the rest of the missionaries 
from Holland to the Cape; where 
they arvived in the. month of Jan- 
uary, 1805. Since thei’ arrival, 
they have received no letters from 
them, but are informed through 
the medium of Dr. Vandetkemp 
and of the society at Rotterdam, 
that Mr. Kicherer, Mr. and Mrs, 
Vos, and the Hottentots, wére re- 
turned to their station at Zak riv- 
er, and that there were very fa- 
vourable prospects of much good 
being done to the contiguous hea- 
thens. Brother Sydenfaden, and 
the two brethren Albrecht, who 
accompanied Kicherer ‘and * the 
Hottentots from Holland, had tak- 
en their departure for the country 
of Namacquas, in order to intro- 
duce the word of life among those 
distant and untutored tribes. 

“ As the Cape of Good Hope is 
now, through the providence of 
God, in the possession of the Eng- 
lish government, there is the 
strongest ground to expect that a 
more direct and powerful sanction 
will be given to the peaceful and 
zealous endeavours of our breth- 
ren to spread the savour of our 
dear Redeemer’s name among the 
heathen nations. The brethren 
Vanderkemp and Read were turn- 
ing their attention to the impertant 
island of Madagascar, or to the 
kingdom of Mozambique. One of 
the natives of the latter of these 
places, who was converted to Gad 
by the ministry of Mr. Vos, has 
beca 
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been redeemed by this society, and 

laced under a course of instruc- 
ion to qualify. him to accompany 
euch a mission. The directors 
having furnished a competent sup- 
ply for the colony itself, have with 
great satisfaction encouraged the 
attempt to be made at one or both 
of those places ; but they are doubt- 
ful whether Dr. Vanderkemp will 
feel it to be his duty to engage in 
this service, as they have suggest- 
ed to his consideration another 
sphere of action of still greater 
importance, of which some notice 
will be taken in a subsequent part 
ef this report. The directors 
have embraced the first opportu- 
nity of placing their missions in 
Africa, under such new regulations 
as are adapted to the more favour- 
able circumstances which now ex- 
ist there ; and they trust they will 
hereafter receive more regular and 
frequent accounts from their differ- 
ent stations, where the power of 
God has so frequently been mani- 
fested in the conversion of the 
heathen.” 


Yy — 


MISSIONS TO INDIA. 


More than two years ao sever- 
al Missionaries, from the London 
Soeiety, embarked with a view to 
establish different stations on the 
peninsula of Inglia, and in the isl- 
and of Ceylon. Early in Decem- 
ber, 1804, the brethren Ringle- 
taube, Cran, Desgranges, Vos and 
Ehrhardt arrived at Tanquebar, a 
Danish settlement on the Coro- 
mandel coast, where they were 
kindly received, and had opporty- 
nity to confer with the Danish Mis- 
sionaries. Not long afterwards, the 
brethren Taylorand Loveless, who 
were sent out from the society to es- 
tablish a missionary station at Su- 
rat, arrived at'Madras. After 2 
stay of some months at Tranquebar, 
the missionaries separated with a 
view to occupy different stations. 

See Gentoo and Surat Missions, 
jn our last June number. } 


Mission to India. [ Now, 


a. 


MISSION TO VISTGAPATNAM. 

In the beginning of March, 1805, 
Messrs. Cran and ‘Desgranges 
took their leave of their brethren 
and friends at Pranquebar, and di- 
rected their course northerly, up 
the peninsula. After a short stay 
at Madras, thev proceeded to Vis- 
igapatnam, where they arrived on 
the 18th July, 1805. “ And here,” 
say the directors, “the pillar of 
cloud and of. fire, which had so 
long and so graciously directed 
their wanderings, appears likely 
for some time to rest.” 

“ Visivanatnam is situated on 
the coast, in one of the Northera 
Circars ; and the sea breezes ren- 
der the air refreshing and salubri- 
ous. It contains above twenty 
thousand inhabitants, and in its vi- 
cimity are many large villages, in- 
hahited by thousands of the heath? 
en, who are sunk in the grossest 
idolatry. To the right and to the 
left they have the opportunity of 
engaging in their missionary ser- 
vices for hundreds of miles. The 
Felinga tanguage, which is spoken 
there, extends throughout the 
whole of the Circars; and pre- 
vails alsoat Hydrabad, Golconda, 
and Bangalore. This station pre- 
sents an opening also to the Cat- 
tack, and Mahratta countries, 
where the language is not greatly 
dissimilar ; and so extensively is it 
understood, that a thoysand mis; 
sionaries might employ all their 
time and talents within its sphere, 

‘‘The last intelligence fron 
these brethren, is dated Oct. 16th, 
at which time they had resided 
there about three months; and 
they write as follows: ‘ God*has 
in all things exceeded our expecta. 
tions. The gentlemen of the set- 
tlement, and especially one high in 
official station, continue to sanction 
us. Unknown to us, the latter 
wrote to the governor in council, 
requesting that we might be allow- 
ed some acknowledgment for per- 
forming divine service in the fort , 
in consequence of which we now 
receive ten pagodas per month.” 


«< The - 
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The directors cannot fail to 
consider so high a sanction to their 
residence, and to the exercise of 
their ministry in that place, as of 
the greatest importance ; and that 
it demands their gratitude to Him, 
who has the hearts of all men in 
his hands, and turns :them as the 
rivers of water whithersoever he 
will. ) 

“The brethren, whilst learn- 
ing the Telinga language, which 
it. appears is not of very diff- 
cult acquisition, have the oppor- 
tunity of preaching the gospel in 
their native tongue, not only to their 
own countrymen, butalso to the de- 
scendants of Europeans. They 
have established meetings three 
evenings in the week, for the in- 
struction of the latter, who are en- 
gaged in military service, and also 
ef their children ; and they express 
their hope that some good effect 
bas already been produced by these 
means. 

*« The missionaries have alrea- 
dy opened a school for the instruc- 
tion of native children ; and it ap- 
pears that their three first pupils are 
the sons.ofa Bramin. The direct- 
ors cannot entirely leave this sub- 
ject, without expressing the satis- 
faction which they have received 
from the inspection of their journ- 
als, which are drawn up with great 
eare and accuracy, and breathe a 
apirit of deep piety, and devoted- 
mess to God, as well as of holy jeal- 

and watchfulness over their 
ewn hearts. Their time appears 
to have been fully occupied either 
in sacred exerciseg, or other suit- 
able engagements; and we have 
‘enly now to beseech the Author of 
‘these influences, that he would 
eonfirm and increase them, and, 
by means of their ministry, diffuse 
them all around.” 


MISSION TO TRAVAXCORE. 


_ After the departure of his breth- 
gen, Mr. Ringeltaube continued for 
some time at Tranguebar, and then 
turned his attention to the soyth- 
pn pasts of the peninsula. Res- 
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pecting this missionary, the direct- 
ors report as follows ; 

“ The approbation which we 
have expressed of the journals and 
proceedings of the brethren Cran 
and Desgranges, are due also to 
the brother Ringeltaube, their 
companion in the mission, to. the 
period of their separation at Tran- 
quebar. What further relates to 
him, exclusively, we now preceed 
briefly to navrate. 

** In his letters and journal are 
contained intelligence, both of gen- 
eral. importance, as it relates to 
natural history, and the geograph- 
ical delineation of the boundaries 
of the different languages, or dia- 
lects, and also of particular interest 
in a religious view, from the state- 
ment which he gives of the exer- 
tions that have already been made 
by missionaries from the Romaa 
and Lutheran churches. He 
speaks with becoming gratitude, 
of the protection which the gov- 
ernment in India affords to the en- 
deavours of sincere missionaries ; 
and the assistance which, in some 
cases, they have actually afforded. 
He expresses the persuasion, that 
a still more decided patronage of 
them, would have the most benefi- 
cial iniluence on_ its, interests. 
Tracing the operations of provi- 
dence, in this respect, he observes, 
they are slow butsure. “ The 
tooth of time seems to gnaw inces- 
santiy here as well as elsewhere ; 
and God will finally lay rocks inte 
the dust. The missionary aspect 
of the country is so much changed, 


‘since the English came into these 


parts, that, the Lord helping his 
servants, we need not despair of 
finalsuccess. I am one of the 
greatcnt cowards that ever went 
orth shod with the preparation of 
the gospel, but the Lord in mercy 
comforts my wretched Pariar heart 
more and more, as I approach the 
field ofaction. He has indeed ap- 
peared for us ; whom shall we fear’ 
and if we fall in the heat of the 
battle, before success decides ia 
favour of our beloved Leader, we 
shall only be sorry that we cannot 
dje tea tines for kam .”* 


“Th is 
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“This brother, after much in- 
quiry, deliberation and prayer, con- 
ceives that the intimation of Di- 
vine Providence leads. him to set- 
tle-an'the south of Travancore, 
perhaps at Anjengo, to which 
place he intends to proceed before 
the rainy’ season sets in.”” 

MISSION’ TO SURAT. 

Surat is considered~a place of 
great missionary importance. It 
is a city and seaport on the hither 
part of Fndia, and is said to con- 
tain nearly a million of inhabitants. 
The brethren sent out by the Lon- 
don society to lay the foundation of 
a Missionary establishment at Surat 
are the Rev. Dr. Taylor and Mr. 
Loveless. "They arrived at Mad- 


tas on the 24th of June, 1805. 


“ Here,” say the directors, ‘‘ they 
wete ‘agreeably surprised with 
meeting their brethren Cran and 
Desgranges, who introduced them 
to that circle of friends to whose 
nerous patron they had been 
ca ‘highly indebted, and who’ re- 
ceived thém also with equal cordi- 
ality. In frequent conferences 
whicli they held togcther to consid- 
er in what way they could Best pro- 
mote the object in view, it ap- 
nétred to them of great importance 
that an attempt should be made at 
Madras to preach the gospel to 
the English, and the half cast 
People; many of whom appeared 
atixiots to héar the word of life; 
the FEsiilt Was, that Mr. Loveless 


‘should With this view remain there, 


whil@ Dr. ‘Taylor should proceed 
to BeiiFal; previotis to their going 
to their éta tion at Sunat.’ In this 
nuirney he Would visit ‘the mis- 
sidnafy séttléinent of ott Baptist 
brethfes at Seramporefrom whom 
he'“weuld derive much valuable 
information, thé fruit of their lone 
emerice. ‘The directors eafinot 
atiOn'these frierids without ac- 
krowledging their great obliga- 
tidtis to them for the many proofs 
of kindness ‘and’ Christian love, 
which in the most eheerful man- 
ner tliey have manifested towards 
the ’rethren sent out ‘by this soci- 


ety; and their satisfaction also in 
perceiving that the utmost affec- 
tion reciprocally prevails between 
them, as becomes the subjects -of 
one Divine Sovereign, and the 
members of one_ spiritual family, 
undiminished by distinctions of Tn- 
ferior moment.” 
MADRAS, A MISSIONARY STA- 
TION. 

‘¢ The importance of Madras as 
a missionary station,’? say the di- 
rectors, ‘ so forcibly impresses 
the mind of these brethren, that 
they most earnestly entreat a per- 
son properly qualified may be sent 
out to reside’there, and intimate 
that should such a one come te 
Madras, theré is reason to believe 
he would be wellreceived, and lil 
erally supported.” 

MISSION TO CEYLON. 

The mission to the populous isl- 
and of Ceylon was committed te 
the superintendence ofthe Rev.Mr. 
Vos, assisted by Mr. Ehrhardt and 
Mr. and Mrs. Palm; who, as before 
mentioned, arrived at. Tranquebar, 
with Messrs. Cran, and Desgrat- 
ges, early in December, 1804. 
‘They left Tranquebar on 22d Jan. 
1805, and arrived at Columbo,: in 
Ceylon, on the 4th of February. 
On their arrival they were immedi- 
ately introduced to the governor, 
and were very favourably received. 
The following is the: copy of a let- 
ter, reecived from the governor ef 
Ceylon, by the Directors of» the 
London Missionaty Society. 

sf Céntlemens 

“ | havewreceived your lettet of 
the 10th Feb. 1804; trom the hands 
of the Rev. Mr. Vos, who arrived 
here about two months ago, a¢é- 
companied by ‘Messrss Ehrhardt 
and Read. As I had been long 
seriously afflicted at the gross ig. 
norance of duMholy religion, Which 
prevails among the numerous in- 
habitants of ‘this ‘island, who ‘pro- 
fess themselves Christians, “Twas 
sincerely rejoiced at the arrival of 
those’€xperienced and worthy men, 
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from whose endeavours I expect 
the greatest advantage. The or- 
dination of Mr. Vos, as a presbyte- 
fidn “Ministev, has enabled me to 
place him at Galle, and to give 
him a legal pastoral authority over 
the extensive district dependent 
on that settlement. The inhabit- 
‘ants of the town have already ex- 
pressed themselves in an address 
to meas highly grateful for his pi- 
ous and intelligent care of their 
The two young, 
er gentlemen, his companions, are 
likewise employed under his direc- 
tion; Mr. Ehrhardt at Matura, 
and Mr. Read at Gulle, and as 
théy are occupied in acquiting a 
knowledge of the Cingalese lan- 
guage, I trust they will exercise 
their duties im a very profitable 
manner. I beg leave to assure 
you, gentlemen, that I will not fail 
to promote, as far as I am able, the 
good intentions of the ‘society, and 
that I remain, with high esteem, 
wentlemen, your most obedient 
jumble servant, 
[Signed] Freptrickx Norru.” 


“ Not long after these brethren 
arrived,” say the directors, “‘ they 
were joined by the brother and sis- 
ter Palm, who were received with 
equal kindness, and have been ap- 
poited to reside at Jaffnapatam. 
The liberality of government _pro- 
vides in part for the support of 
each of these missionaries, by 
which the funds of the society will 
be relieved, They are actively en- 
gaged at these various stations in 
acquiring the Cingalese language; 
in preaching to those who under- 
stand the Dutch, and instructing 
their children. The importance 
of their labours may be inferred 
from the following extract from 
Mr. Vos’s letter. ‘* The state 
of the church in this island is ex- 
pressed in this one word, miseradle, 
One hundred thousand of those 
who are called Christians, because 
they are baptized, need not go back 
to heathenism, for they never have 
been any thing but worshippers of 
Buddah, O Lord, have mercy on 
the poor inhabitants of this popu- 
No. 6. Vol. IV. F fF 
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lous island! You may freely send 
to me two or three additional mis- 
sionaries by the first opportunity, 
and I shall thank you very much 
for those who have been two full 


years under the Rev. Mr. Bogue’s 
instruction.” 


INTERESTING REMARKS OF THE 
DIRECTORS. 


“‘ The directors cannot entirely 
quit the subject of these mission- 
ary measures on the continent of 
India, and in the island of Ceylon, 
without expressing the gratitude 
which is due to the providence of 
God, for the many auspicious cir- 
cumstances which have attended 
them, and which. they humbly ac- 
cept as the proof of his gracious 
approbation, and the pledges of 
his future blessing. They con- 
template with mingled solemnity 
and satisfaction, those wise and 
holy appointments, by which fifty 
millions of heathens have been 
brought into a direct relation with 
this Christian country; and consid- 
ering that the universal spread of 
the kingdom of Christ, is the ulti- 
mate end of the divine counsels in 
the government of the world, and 
that the operations of his provi- 
dence bear, an immediate or re- 
mote relation to that event, it ap- ~ 
pears to them highly probable, that 
the chief reason on account of 
which these extensive acquisitions 
of heathen territory are permitted 
to be made, by a nation possessing 
the pure principles of Christianity, 
is for the introduction of the gos- 
pel dispensation into them. On 
this ground it becomes the espe- 
cial duty of missionary institutions 
to follow these footsteps of Divine 
Providence ; and on the foundation 
of the British government, to en- 
deayour to superinduce the inesti- 
mable privileges of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom. These are treasures 
too high and sacred to receive their 
destination from the plan dnd de- 
termination of man. They are the 
chief blessings which belong to 
the administration of our exalted 
Lord; and it is by attending to 
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the great acts of his providence 
among the nations of the earth, 
that we receive the safest and most 
valuable intimations for the prose- 
‘cution of missionary objects.” 
MISSION TO CHINA. 

In reference to the contemplated 
mission to China the Report of the 
directors is as follows’: 

* In their last report, the direc- 
tors announced their intention of 
sending three or four missionaries 
to the Prince of Wales’ island, as 
a measure preparatory to a mis- 
‘gion to somepart of the Chinese 
empire, if the providence of God 
should hereafter open their way 
thither. They stated also, their 
desire to cornect with this great 
object: some collateral ones, espe- 
eially the circulation of religious 
tracts, and probably a mission to 
‘some of the Malay nations. For 
these purposes, two of theiv ac- 
cepted missionaries have been se- 
lected; and for some time past 
hive been employed in tlie study 
of the language; in which: they 


‘have til:lately been assisted By a 


native of China, now in London ; 
and as it-also appears, that an ac- 

maintance with some’ branches of 

e mathematics, and with the 
medical art, is likely to’ facilitate 
their introduction .and settlement 
in:‘that country, they are engaged 
‘in these pursuits ; and the society 
are under great obligations to 
some respectable gentlemen for 
the advantages. which they enjoy 
in relation to these studies. Well 
satisfied as the directors have rea- 
son to be with the devotedness, 
application, and acquisitions of 
these brethren, yet from the res- 
pect which the Chinese nation is 
known to attach to age, and the 
contempt which they express for 
youth, it has appeared,to them ve- 
ry desirable that an elder Christian 
should aceompany this mission. 
Feeling its transcendent impor- 
tance, their attention has been 
naturally directed towards’ their 
highly respected and experienced 
missionary, the Rey. Dr. Vander- 
kemp. They have conceived it to 


be probable that the ample supply 
which has been sent to Africa, 
may render it desirable that he 
should remove to some new sta- 
tion. 

“This subject they have there- 
fore recommended to his consider- 
ation, aud requested him to’ deter- 
mine thereon according to his own 
views of thie divine will respecting 
him. Towards the end of the 
present year it is probable that 
those who are to proceed from Eng- 
land, will embark for the Prince of 
Wales’ Island, where there is a 
considerable number of Chinese, 
and where it is expected that they 
will find an opportunity of attain- 
ing a competent knowledge of the. 
Chinese language, after which it 
is intended that they shalf trans- 
late the Holy Scriptures into if. 

The directors have contemplat- 
ed this as a measure of peculiar 
importance, and connected with 
the higliest interests of a third 
part of the human race. They 
think, therefore, that an erroneous 
or imperfect translation, which 
might discourage the attempt to 
produce a more correct one, would 
be attended with pernicious conse* 
quences: Ft has appeared to them, 
that in’ order to’ accomplish this. 
work in’ a satisfactory manner, the 
translators'should be well acquaint- 
ed with the Hebrew and Greek 
tongues, in‘which the holy Scrip 
tures were principally written ; as 
also with that of the Chinese, inte 
which they are to be’ translated ; 
and lastly, that they should havea 
judicious and comprehensive view 
of those great and leading princi- 
ples, which evangelical Christians 
have generally considered to be 
derived from the word of God. 
These are the qualifications which 
the directors were desirous of com- 
bining in the execution of this 
great work. It has however re- 
cently ‘been ascertained, that a 
version of the Scriptures into the 
Chinese language is now commenc- 
ed under the patronage of the col- 
lege of Fort Williamin Bengal, by 
means of a native of China, who is 
a prefessor of the Chinese ian- 


‘OV guage, 














¢ 


#806. | 


guage, _assisted by a Chinese 
Moonshee. He is an Armenian 
Christian, and translates from the 
Armenian Bible. Should this be 
acconmplished with fidelity and ac- 
curacy, it will of course render 
another translation superfluous, 
and the directors will unite with 
the whole Christian world, in a tri- 
bute of gratitude to the conductors 
ef that institution for rendering so 
eminent a service to the cause of 
Christ. At alleyents, they are enti- 
tled to great commendation for em- 
ploying the best instruments within 
their reach in so important a work. 

““ As the Chinese professor is 
not acquainted with the Hebrew 
er Greek languages, and may not 
perhaps have those just views of 
the evangelical doctrines which to 
the directors appear so desirable ; 
and as those who patronize the 
work, it is presumed, are unac- 
quainted with the Chinese tongue, 
and are therefore incompetent to 
judge of the fidelity and accuracy 
of the translation, it must remain 
for the present doubtful, whether 
this work will supersede the ne- 
cessity of another, to be undertak- 
en with superior advantages, and 
executed in a nearer,conformity to 
the genius and spirit of the inspir- 
ed writings. The brethren will re- 
joice in being able to assist in any 
‘degree in so interesting an object, 
and they will act agreeably to what 
may hereafter appear to be their 
duty, when they are more fully ac- 
quainted with this subject: in the 
mean time itis a very satisfactory 
circumstance, that in the college 
of Fort William, the means of re- 
ceiving ‘regular instructien in the 
Chinese language are to be found, 
of which our missionaries will be 
able to avail themselves, should 
they be disappointed in this res- 
pect at the Prince of Wales’ isl- 
and.” 


MISSION TO THE JEWS. 
Our readers, we think, will be 
peculiarly interested by that part 
of the Report which relates to the 
Jews, and which we give entire. 
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“ Having stated the transactions 
of the society in relation -to the 
heathen world, the directors now 
proceed to give an account of the 
humble attempt which they have 
made to introduce the Christian 
ministry amongthe Jews. This is 
a measure which was referred to 
in the last report, and at that 
time the directors expressed their 
earnest hope that its prosperity 
and success might lie with great 
weight on the hearts of Christians. 

In the month of July last, the 
-Rev. Mr. Frey, who had been three 
years inthe missionary seminary 
at Gosport, opened his course of 
lectures to the posterity of Abra- 
ham at Jewry street chapel; the 
Rev. Mr. Bail and congregation 
having very kindly accommodated 
the society therewith. These lec- 
tures he proposed should consist 
principally of a statement of Chris- 
tian doctrine; an explanation of 
the types and ceremonies of the 
Jewish dispensation; and an ex- 
position of select portions of Scrip- 
ture ; and to this plan he has gen- 
erally adhered: it has also been 
his custom on these occasions, to 
read apart of the Old Testament 
in the Hebrew language, and then 
pronounce the transiation of it in 
English, sentence by sentence, ac- 
companying the whole with suitable 
remarks. These lectures have 
been well attended, and particu- 
larly by €hristians. For a few 
weeks after their commencement, 
a considerable number of the house 
of Israel were present. This num- 
ber afterwards decreased, as might 
have been expected, from various 
causes. Some of them had not cour- 
age enough to stand against the in- 
sults, mocking, and imprecations, 
towhich they were exposed from 
their brethren who crowded the 
street ; and many were prevented 
from attending by their superiors 
and relations. Notwithstanding 
these discouragements, some few 
have been always perceived list- 
ening to the word of truth, whilst, 
no doubt, others came_ privately, 

desirous, 
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desirous, like Nicodemus, to avoid 
public notice. 

“ Besides these lecture3, Mr. 
Frey has been frequently. engaged 


_ in preaching, both onthe Lord’s 


day, and in the week, tolarge and 
attentive auditories in various 
places of worship ; and on these 
occasions also some of his_breth- 
ren have usually attended. He 
holds every Friday evening in his 
own apartment, a meeting of 

rayer for the conversion of the 
jews, which has been attended 
with the presence and blessing of 
the God of Abraham. 

** Altho’ his ministry was more 
immediately directed to his own 
nation, yet, through the sovereign 
Blessing of God, it has apparently 
been useful to others. There is 
ground to believe that several sin- 
ners from among the Gentiles have 
béen converted, and others estab- 
lished in the truth as it is in Jesus, 
who were before wavering, and on 
the ‘borders of infidelity; whilst 
true believers in Christ have been 


. edified and strengthened in. the 


faith and hope of the gospel. It 
has been attended also with a ben- 
eficial effect on some of the chil- 
dren of Israel: it is ascertained 
that it has excited a spirit, of inqui- 
fy 2mong them, and produced in 
many, a doubt whether Jesus may 
not really be the Messiah promised 
to their fathers. Several are be- 
come inquirers after the truth, and 
a few, it is hoped, have already 
been brought to the true knowl- 
edge of Jesus Christ the Lord. 
‘These circumstances the di- 
rectors consider as_intimations of 
the divine approbation, and are en- 
couraged thereby to proceed in 
this work. Many and great are 
the difficulties which oppese its 
success, and they feel their need of 
the assistance of divine wisdom at 
every Step. It is their design to 
employ every suitable means witb- 
in their reach to attract the atten- 
tion, and promote the instruction of 
this people; and judging that it 
may be of great use to the Jews, 
not only in this kingdom, but on 


the continent also, that a series of 
essays should be circulated amon 
them, tending to establish the au- 
thority.and excellency of the Chris- 
tian dispensation as the consumma- 
tion and perfection of the Jewish, 
they have unanimously requested 
the performance of this great ser. 
vice,from the Rev. Greville Ewing, 
of Glasgow, and have the pleasure 
to announce that he has kindly 
consented toundertake it. When- 
eyer the spirit of prayer shall be 
poured eut on the Christian church 
in behalf of the Jews, ina much 
more eminent degree than it has 
hitherto been, the directors will 
hail it. as a happy signal that the 
day of grace is beginning to dawn 
on this people, and that any suc- 
ess which may already have at- 
tended the ministry of Mr. Frey, 
will prove to be like the first drops 
which bring on the abundant show- 
er: they would have now urged, 
especially upon the ministers ofthe 
gospel who are present at this-an. 
niversary, this great and important 
duty, had they not the opportunity, 
which they embrace with far great. 
er pleasure, of referring them ta 
the public address which will short. 
ly be delivered on this subject, by 
one of their highly respected 
brethren.” 
MISSIONS TO NEWFOUNDLANB 
AND NEW BRUNSWICK. 

Under the patronage of the 
London Missionary Society a Mr. 
Hillyard is employed as a missio. 
nary at Newfoundland, and a Mr. 
Pidgeon at New Carlisle and Res, 
tigouche in New Brunswick. Mr. 
Pidgeon employs his leisure in the 
acquisition of the French and 
Indian languages, in order that he 
may be able to preach to the 
French Catholics and Indians. Re- 
specting these missions the direc. 
tors report favourably. 
CONCLUSION OF THE REPORT 

OF THE DIRECTORS. 

The directors of the Londen 
Missionary Society conclude their 
report to the Twelfth General 

Meeting, 





v4 ay a ¥ 


1806.] Conclusion. of the Direéfors’ Report. 


Meeting, in the following inter- 
esting and impressive manner. 

“ The directors haye now pre- 
sented to the society a general 
statement of its eoncerns. The 
benevolent heart will contemplate 
with gratitude and satisfaction, 
that by the blessin of God in its 
humble exertions, the dark andaw- 
fulaspect of the heathen worldhas 
been already in some small degree 
brightened: here and there a few 
missionary stations are establish- 
ed, from which the waters of life 
are beginning to flow for the heal- 
ing of the nations ; but their salu- 
tary streams have as yet reached 
a very little way. Waste places, 
vast and immeasurable, surround 
them, in which the seed of the 
gospel has never yet been sown, 
nor have they been penetrated by 
the fertilizing beams of the Sun of 
Righteousness. Alas, how little 
has been dene for the advance- 
ment of our Redeemer’s kingdom, 
and how immense the empire over 
which his great adversary still holds 
an undisturbed possession ! 

* Regretting the languor of their 
zeal, and the feebleness of their 
past exertions, and relying on su- 

rior influences, the directors 
will now look to the means by 
which they hope to be enabled to 
carry on this spiritual warfare 
with more energy and effect into 
the dominions of the enemy. 

“It affords them much satisfac- 
tion to state, that an increasing 
disposition to engage in the labours 
of a missionary, has been manifest. 
ed since the last anniversary, which 
they consider as an intimation of 
the gracious designs of God to 
render this institution more ex- 
tensively useful. In the seminary 
at Gosport there are now fourteen 
students, some of whom are likely 
to strengthen the stations already 
formed, some will he qualified to 
preach the gospel in the French 
language, and some among those 
nations on the continent in which 
its light has been obscured for 
ages ; and there are besides some 
within their reath, who appear 
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likely to be suitable for extending 
the work of God among the Jews. 
There seems therefore a coinci- 
dence in the qualifications of these 
young men, with the occurrences 
of Providence, and the aspect of 
the world, as it respects beth the 
Heathen, the Jews, and the na- 
tions of Europe, where the pure 
gospel is buried under the corrup- 
tions. of antichrist, or rejected 
through the prevalence of infideli. 
ty. Each of these is a legitimate 
object of this socicty, to which by 
the blessing of God the directors 
will feel it their duty to attend, to 
the utmost extent of the means 
which may be committed to them, 
and in the proportions which cor- 
respond with their respective im- 
portance, and with the constitu. 
tion of the society. 

“They rely on the piety and 
zeal of the religious public for the 
production of the funds which may 
be adequate to the enlarged scale 
of their operation ; and they do this 
with confidence, because the object 
in view is above all others dear to 
every Christian heart. It is the 
advancement of the kingdom, and 
the manifestation of the glory of 
their Lord and Redeemer, on the 
the theatre of this world, in which 
he was crucified. The accemplish- 
ment of this object is secured in 
the purposes and promises of God, 
and he has been pleased to sanction 
the endeavours of his servants to 
promote it in an eminent degree 
and in various ways. He has re- 
buked our unbelief by demonstrat- 
ing that, in proportion to the sin- 
cere and well directed endeavours 
of his people, obstructions bave 
been removed and facilities in- 
creased. The peculiar character 
of the divine dispensations in the 
present day--theimportant changes 
under which a great portion of the 
world is passing—the rapidity with 
which the plans of Providence ap- 
pear to be advancing to a crisis ; 
should all inspire the hearts of 
Christians with new energy to im- 
prove the occasions as they are 
continually arismg, and on the ru- 

ins 
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ins of the kingdom of antichrist, 
as well as in heathen countries, to 
hasten to lay the foundations of 
Christian temples. 

“Whilst the powers that are in 
heaven are shaken, and the fownda- 
tions of the earth are out of course, 
may HE who is head over all things 
to the Church, establish and perpetu- 
ate this Institution, and cor ndescend to 
use it as a humble link in that vast 
chain of providential events, by whicn 
the great ends of his wisdom and ho- 
liness shall be effected, all enemies be 
put under his feet, and the hing- 
doms of this world become the hing- 
doms of our Lory and of hisCurisr. 

London, 15th May, 1806.” 


N.B: The Meeting of the Soci- 
ety was more numerous, and the col- 
lections for ‘missionary purposes 
anore liberal, than in any former 
year. 





MISSION TO KARASS. 

The Edinburgh Missionary So- 
ciety have established a mission 
of very considerable promise at 
Karass, in Russian Tartary, some 
particulars of which we propose 
to give to our readers in our next 
number. 

MISSION TO THE S00S0O COUKN- 
TRY. 

On the 13th inst. (Jan. 1806.) 
at a meeting of the Missionary 
Society to Africa and the East, 
(London) an excellent and im- 
pressive address was delivered by 
the Rev. John Venn to the Rev. 
Messrs. J. G. F. Schuize, G. K. 
Nylander, L. Butscher, and J. G. 
Frasse, ministers of the Lutheran 
church, (who had been appointed 
missionaries by this Society) pre- 
viously to their departure for Af- 
riea, for which they are now on 
the point of sailing. They will 
proceed in the first instance to $i- 
erra Leone, and thence, along with 
their brethren, now in that colo- 
ny, to their ultimate de Saat in 
the Soosoo country. . Observ. 

OP These four missionaries em- 
barked at Liverpool, on the 16th of 
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Feb. last; and on the 23d of the 

same month, the ship, in which they 

sailed, was stranded on the coast of 

Ireland. Happily no lives were lost. 

SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING CHRIS- 
TIAN KNOWLEDGE 

The annual report of this socie- 
ty has lately been published. It 
thence appears, that the number 
of children at school, under their 
patronage, is 7,108; that 8,569 
Bibles, 11,044 New Testaments 
and Psalters, 15,418 Common 
Prayers, 19 856 other bound books, 
108,776 small tracts have been dis- 
persed by the society; and that 
163 subscribing members have 
been added to their list since the 
last report, making the whole num- 
ber upwards of 2, 700. ‘Ibid. 
PUBLICATION OF THE S(RIP- 

TURES. 

In our number for June last, our 
readers were informed of a design 
to publish the Scriptures in sever- 
alof the Eastern Languages, and 
of proposals for collections for the 
purpose in this country. ‘ The 
amount collected,” says the Editor 
of the Assembly’s Missionary 
Magazine, “principally in Phila- 
delphia, and remitted by Mr. Ral- 
ston, was nearly 5,000 dollars. 
Since this remittance was made, 
Mr. Ralston has received a letter 
from the Rev. Dr. Eckley of Bos- 
ton, stating, that further and very 
liberal encouragement has been 
receiyed for this object in Boston. 
fwo thousand dollars are actually, 
received, and it is stated as alto- 
gether probable, that another two 
thousand will be contributed. A- 
mong the contributors we notice 
the very uncommon liberality of 
Mr. Salisbury and Mr. Phillips. 
The first gave 200 dolls. the latter 
500. Many will admire these ex- 
amples of liberality, but how ma- 
ny will follow them ?” 

Relative to this interesting ob- 
ject, a letter has been received at 
Philadelphia from the excellent 
Dr. A. Fuller, from which the fol- 
lowing is an extract.  Whatcan 

I say, 
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I say, my dear Sir, respecting the 


very liberal and brotherly exer- | 


tions of yourself and friends on 
your side the Atlantic ? To express 
our grateful acknowledgments 
seems too little; yet what more 
can I add, save that like David 
and the elders of Israel, I rejoice 
with you and bless the Lord, that 
you have offered willingly and with 
a perfect heart. I trust that what 
Aas been so offered is acceptable 
to God, as well as to your breth- 
ren in Europe and Asia, and will 
turn to your account, and that of 
all those dear Christian ministers 
and people, who have helped for- 
ward the work. What happiness 
does Christianity produce; and 
what a tendency is there in every 
Christian duty to unite the friends 
of Jesus! We should not have 
known, nor loved, one another as 
we do, but for these exertions for 
his name. The Lord is more and 
more opening the hearts of bis 
people in Britain to contribute. Of 
all the nations upon earth, I think 
it is the great duty of Britain and 
North America to disseminate the 
gospel. We have more com- 
merce with mankind, more gospel 
knowledge, more liberty, and more 
wealth, than perhaps any other na- 
tions ; and while we gre thus em- 
ployed, or rather, while there is 
amdéngst us a body of Christians 
thus employed, I have little or no 
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apprehension of our falling a prey 
to the destroyer.” 
TME MESSIAH. 

A Jewish Rabbi, in Berlin, has 
written a book, entitled, *“* The 
Messiah,” which has drawn upoa 
him the resentment of his coun- 
trymen. A Christian minister in 
that city has had frequent conver- 
sations with him, on the prophe- 
cles respecting Christ, and is much 
pleased with the clear knowledge 
he has acquired of them. Lv. Mag. 

EDITORIAL REMARK. 

In order to give our readers 
as complete a view as possible of 
the missions of the London Soci- 
ety, we are obliged to omit, for 
the present, several interesting ar- 
ticles of religious imtelligence, 
both foreign and domestic. A- 
midst alk the dark appearances of 
this eventful period, the unprece- 
dented exertions, which are mak- 
ing for the spread of the gospel, 
and the success with which they 
are attended, cannot fail, we think, 
to impart animation and courage 
to all, who are waiting for the con- 
solation of Israel. There is a riv- 
er, the streams whereof shall make 
glad the city of God, the holy place 
of the tabernacles of the Most High. 
God is in the midst of her ; she shall 
not be moved: God shall help her, 
and that right early. 
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Mrdinations. 





ON the 24th Sept. the Presbyt- 
ery of Oneida ordained Mr. 
Greorce Hatt, of East Haddam, 
Con. to the work of the gospel 
ministry ; and installed him in the 
pastoral charge of the congrega- 
tion of Cherry Valley. The Rev. 


James Southward, of Bridgwater, 
made the introductory prayer ; 
the Rev. Samuel F. Snowden, of 
New Hartford, delivered the ser- 
mon; the Rev. James Carnahan, 
of Hillsborough, made the ordain- 





ing prayer ; the Rev. Joshua 
Knight, of Sherburne, presided, 
arid gave the charge to the minis- 
ter, and the charge to the peo- 
ple; the Rev. Mr. Southward gave 
the right hand of fellowship, and 
the Rev. Andrew Oliver, late of 
Pelham, Mass. made the conclud- 
ing prayer. The scene was pecu- 
liarly solemn and impressive. 

This is the fourth ordination in 
the Presbyterian and Congrega- 
tional churches in this western 
country 
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country within four months. In 
June, the Rev. Mr. Clarke was or- 
dained and installed in the town 
of Milton; a few months previous 
to which the Rev. Mr. Cuap- 
wick was reinstalled in another 
congregation in the same town. 
In July, the Rev. Mr. Rich was 
‘ordained and installed at Sangers- 
field. -In August, Rev. Mr. 
A pams Was ordained and installed 
m a congregation in Sherburne. 

“It is a subject of pleasing ton- 
templation and of lively gratitude 
to God to see congregations form- 
ed and supplied with pastors in 
places, which but a few years’since 
were a wilderness.” 

The Rev. Jeremtan Osporne 
has been ordained to the pastoral 
ware of a’ church und congregation 
in Tyoga, N.Y. The Rey. Seth 


Sage, of Shenango, made the in- 


° 


troductory prayer ; the Rev. Seth 
Wiilliston, of Lisle, preached the 
sermon; the Rev. Hezekiah N. 
Woodruff, of Scipio, made the 
conseerating prayer and gave the 
eharge; and the Rev. Nathan B. 


Derrow, of Homer, made the con- 
cluding prayer. 

On the 24th Sept. the Rev. E- 
LIJAH WHEELER was ordained 
pastor of the Congregational 
church and society in Great Bar- 
rington. Introductory prayer by 
the Rev. Samuel Shepard, of Len- 
ox; sermon by the Rev. Dr. 
West, of Stockbridge ; consecrat- 
ing prayer by the Rev. Joseph 
Avery, of Tyringham ; charge by 
the Rev. Alvan Hyde, of Lee ; 
right hand of fellowship by ‘the 
Rey. Oliver Ayer, of West Stock~ 
bridge ; concluding prayer, by the 
Rev. Nathaniel Turner, of Néw 
Marlborough. 

On'the Ist of October, at Col- 
chester, (Conn.) the Rev. Ezra 
S'rires Evy. ‘Serthon by his fa- 
ther, the Rev. Zebulon Ely, of Leb- 
anon. 

Oct. 22, at New London, (Con.) 
Rev. Anet McEwen. Sermon 
by the Rev. Dr Dwight, Presi- 
dent of Yale Cdéllege, from Acts 
XXiv. 25. Fetix trembled. 


OBITUARY. 


Diep, in England, on the 13th 
of Sept. Hon. Charles James Fox. 


At. Thomastown (Maine) Hon. 
Wenry Knox. 


At East Haven (Con.) Rev. 
Nicholas Street, pastor of the 
church in Ghat place, aged 77. 
He had been §1 years in the min- 
istry. 


—_——E (> Gia 


POETRY. 
THE UNIVERSAL GOVERNMENT OF GOD, 


HAPPY the man, who sees a God display’d 
In all the good and ill that chequer life! 
Resolving all events, with their effects 

* And manifold results, into the will 

. And arbitration wise of the Supreme. 

abet aang! ix ecb e Mite im “Bh, -)9 Could chance 

Find place in his dominions, or dispose 

One lawless particle to thwart his plan; 
Then God might be surpris’d, and unforeseen 
Contingence might alarm him, and disturb 
The smooth and even course of his affairs. 
This truth, philosophy, though eagle-eyed 
In nature’s tendencies, oft overlooks ; 

And, having found his instrument, forgets, 
Or disregards, or, more presumptuous still, 
Denizs the Power that wields it! . 





— ) COWPER 

















